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BY THE PROGRESS OF ONE HUNDRED YEARS. 




Which things are an allegory. — Gal. iv. 24. 

Analogy^ man's surest guide below. — Young. 

Can I not divine by analogy? — Charlotte Bronte 

in Shirley. 

^N presenting to the Christian World the notice Addressed 

r ° m to all 

that the year 1883 * s tne centenary of the period Christians, 
when the New Jerusalem Church presented a defi- 
nite and organized though humble form in the world, it 
is conceived to be a suitable opportunity to place before 
the reader briefly, but 'clearly, some of its remark- 
able claims upon his attention, as these are disclosed 
in the works of Swedenborg, especially in that mar- 
vellous and magnificent book, The Arcana Celestia. 

The Arcana Celestia was issued during the Published 

r M r . . , _ between 

years from 1749 to 1756, in eight Latin quarto 1749 and 
volumes. I756, 

The above-named period was part of one which is 
now generally confessed to have been an age of 

B 
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midnight darkness in the Church, and of unparalleled 

degradation, immorality, and misery, in the world. 

" Darkness covered the earth, and gross darkness the 

people." 

A few of The work was then noticed by a few, chiefly among 
the clergy. 

the clergy, and some pious thoughtful minds among 

the Methodist body ; but the number of its readers 
has gone on increasing, and the leading principles it 
unfolds have largely changed the tone of the whole of 
Christendom. 

The development of scientific research was in its 

infancy, in the middle of last century, and its wonderful 

disclosures had not created the difficulties, which 

since that period have placed the early chapters of the 

Bible, in the estimation of serious and thoughtful 

minds, in very much embarrassment and doubt. 

Scientific In The Arcana Celestia, those difficulties were 

forestalled foreseen and forestalled, and such lucid and edifying 

and re- explanations given as to magnify our admiration and 

esteem for those very parts of the Bible which had 

been clouded from their supposed contradictions to 

scientific truth. 

Long before William Smith in the early part of this 
century had made the observations and researches 
which constituted Geology an exact science, showing 
the identification of strata all over the world by the 
imbedded fossils, whose labours were followed up by 
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Buckland, Sedgwick, Lyell, Murchison, Geikie, and Geological 

' & J \ difficulties. 

scores of other first-rate men, demonstrating to every 
well-informed person that the earth has existed for 
millions' of years, Swedenborg had explained in The f n t h2 UI y 
Arcana Celestia the heavenly allegorical character earth - 
of the Creation related in the Bible, and thus removed 
all the appearance of contradiction between the physi- 
cal Creation which is studied by the scientific man, 
and the spiritual Creation which forms for the Church 
a " New Heaven and a New Earth." 

It was the first Dispensation of religion among men, 
whose formation was described by the days of Creation, 
and the charms of Eden. 

In like manner the reader will observe in the Antiquity 

of the 

same work, especially in n. 286, the author's recog- human 

race. 

nition of the existence of the human race for a long 
period in a comparatively low condition, during which 
its sublime faculties were slowly and gradually evolved, 
before its more extensive and external civilization. This 
circumstance is harmonized with the Scriptural account 
of Adam and Eve in the most edifying manner, so 
that there is no antagonism between prehistoric 
science, and the Divine teachings of the Word of 
God. 

The immense antiquity of the human race has since 
been demonstrated by the researches in ancient gravel, 
caves, mounds, barrows, tumuli, &c, by De Perthes, 

6 2 
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McHenry, Evans, Prestwich, Pengelly, Pennington, 
Boyd Dawkins, and a host of others in this country 
and abroad; but Swedenborg, in The Arcana 
Celestia, a hundred years before these discoveries, 
not only recognized the fact, but showed how it did 
Adam and not in the least render difficult the Sacred narrative of 

Eve. 

Adam, Eve, and Eden. 

Deluge. The Deluge, which, as a literal fact, the known 

proportion of water to land, has shown to be an 

The Ark. impossible event; the dark closed-up Ark, not large 
enough to receive a twentieth part of the varied species 
of animal life, the creatures requiring laws and circum- 
stances entirely different, but all shut up together, 
without air, and necessarily demanding food to be 
carried which would supply them for two years ; formed 
the very opprobrium of science ; but in Swedenborg's 
point of view became perfectly easy to understand. 
The Divine Law of Correspondences, well-known 
in times before the present Bible was written, and in 
accordance with which its Divine Lessons were directed 
by the Spirit of the Most High, was restored in The 
Arcana Celestia, and thenceforward the crooked 
became straight, and the rough places plain. 

Pilgrim's The difficulties were only of the same kind as 

¥r* gress. 

would follow from taking Pilgrim's Progress as a 
literal history, and they have all vanished. 

This Law of the Analogy between outward and 
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mental things restored to the world, in The Arcana 
Celestia, under the name of the Law or Science of The 

Science 

Correspondences, is traceable in the hieroglyphics of f Corre- 
Egypt, the elegant fables of Greece, and all the myths S J^Z' 

CllvVoi 

of the Ancient Religions. 

It is acknowledged now again by the most spiritual 
minds of our modern era, Archbishop Trench, and 
Robertson of Brighton, Charles Kingsley, and Bishop 
Wordsworth, Channing ; and deep-thinking and de- 
vout Roman Catholic writers essentially receive this 
Law, and say, "They do not forget that spiritual 
things are symbolized by things of sense, and so the 
smallest herb of grass is vital to their tranquil medi- 
tations." 

It was Swedenborg in that work, who restored 
the use of this Grand Law to mankind, applying it 
carefully, and .consecutively, throughout Genesis and 
Exodus, and illustrating by it so many other portions 
of the Bible, as really to open the Spirit of the 
whole. 

Swedenborg, however, did more. He pointed out The early 
that. besides the portions of Sacred Scripture, prior to Genesis. 
the history of Abraham, which are pure Divine Alle- 
gory, not historical, under the historical parts, There- 

... mainder of 

and everywhere, there runs, by definite Divine Law, the Bible, 
delineations of Spiritual life ; yielding lessons of re- 
generation, lessons of the progress and decline of the 
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Manifests 
the Divine 
character 
of the 
Bible. 



Literal 
history. 



The Word. 
— The food 
of spiritual 
minds, and 
a fountain 
of wisdom 
to angels. 



Church, and in a still higher and sublimer sense a 
description of the glorification of the Humanity of 
the Lord Jesus, and of His Redemption of the World, 
showing, as the Lord said, that in all the Scriptures 
there are things concerning Himself. 

This, indeed, Swedenborg shows to be the true 
distinctive mark of a Divine Revelation. It has in 
an orderly series spiritual instruction, step by step, 
underneath the literal. 

The Lord's words are spirit, and they are life 
(John vi. 63). "For as heaven is higher than the 
earth, so are His ways higher than our ways; and 
His thoughts than our thoughts " (Isa. lv. 9). " The 
law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul " 
(Ps. xix. 7). 

From the history of Abraham, Swedenborg regards 
the literal meaning of the Bible, both in its historic 
and its moral f use, as other scholarly theologians do. 
It contains Israelitish history, precept, praise, and 
prophecy. The Spiritual and divine meanings are 
above and within the letter, containing eternal and 
divine thoughts tending to the highest edification. 

Thus regarded, the Word of God becomes a trea- 
sure-house of Divine Wisdom, perfectly inexhaustible. 
The spiritually-minded Christian may study it day 
and night, and " draw water with joy from the wells 
of salvation." The Word settled for ever in heaven, 
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is a Fountain of Wisdom to the angels. It is a river 
of living water, ever refreshing, and ever expanding. 
How large a portion of the Bible is a dead letter to 
many Christians ! How numerous are even the devout 
and pious who read and see but little of true wisdom 
in it ! " The well is deep, and they have nothing to 
draw with." But Swedenborg has brought the vessel 
by whose means they can spiritually drink, and never 
thirst again. 

The Divine Master said, " I have yet many things 
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now" 
(John xvi. 12). 

May it not be that the same dear Lord sees that 
mankind can now bear them, nay, to be saved from 
infidelity requires them ; and by one of His honoured 
servants He reveals them when they are needed. 

Not by disjected and arbitrary assertions, but by Not ar- 
opening to the pious seeker after truth the relation guess^but 
between effect and cause, between nature and spirit, p lvine 
body and mind, and the way they Correspond to each 
other, the intellect answering to the eye, the will to 
the heart, the head to the highest faculties, the feet 
to the lowest powers, those employed in daily life, 
the body's food, to spiritual meat and drink, you 
obtain and realise a Law, which applies to all Crea- 
tion, and gives you two worlds instead of one. You 
read the Bible, and when the interest of the outward 
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Bible 
within 
the Bible. 



Light # 
respecting 
the Sacra- 
ments. 



Baptism. 



scholar has been gratified, you get a deeper Bible 
within the Bible. 

The parables of the Saviour were undoubtedly in 
this style ; why not the whole world, and the whole 
Bible, since they were formed by the same Lord ? 

You read the journeyings of the patriarchs, and 
you see shining through the letter, the changes, not 
of place but of state, of all who become Israelites 
indeed. Each verse becomes a well of the water of 
life, each chapter a book of Divine Wisdom ; the 
battles which used to be painful to read, become 
mirrors of the soul's struggles against sin ; and the 
exterminations which seemed so cruel, are but the 
foreshadowings of those extirpations of lusts and 
passions, without which there is no peace for the soul. 
To this inner meaning the Apostle Paul often called 
attention. " The letter killeth," he said ; " the Spirit 
giveth life" (2 Cor. iii. 6). 

The Sacraments of Baptism and the Holy Supper, 
also, when viewed in the light of the Law of Analogy, 
have a significance and an edifying appropriateness 
which must give them, in the eyes of the devout 
Christian, an additional interest and respect. 

The Water used in the first Sacrament, in which the 
Soul is engaged to pursue the Christian Course repre- 
senting the truths of faith, the gift of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, which must be learned and used, that impurities 
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may be removed from heart and mind, as water purines 
the body. "Wash you, make you clean, put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine eyes, cease 
to do evil, learn to do well. ,, Isa. i. 16. 

The Sacrament of the Holy Supper also, by the Holy 
same Divine Law, has a Spiritual meaning expressed "PP* 1 "* 
in its symbols which gives a force and definiteness not 
perceived before. The Bread is the symbol of the 
Divine Goodness, the Bread of Life, which nourishes 
the heart, and fills it with good desires. The Wine is 
the symbol of Divine Wisdom, the new wine of the 
Kingdom, which cheers and edifies the mind. Both 
are received from the Lord Jesus Christ, when we 
approach Him in the Sacrament, and the Soul is 
nourished by heavenly food, suited to its nature, as 
the body is, by earthly food. 

" He satisfieth the thirsty soul, and filleth the 
. hungry soul with goodness" Ps. cvii. 9. 

But with this grand Law of Correspondences trans- 
ferring to the Soul and to analogical Spiritual things 
whatever is said of the body and external objects, 
a yearning desire and a little practice open up a 
perpetual supply of edifying wisdom. " Blessed are 
they who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for 
they shall be filled." 
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The 

Arcana 

Celestia 

reveals 

man to 

himself. 



Spiritual 
body. 



The Spiritual Body. 

One of the sad results of the coarseness of the dark 
ages was to absorb man in materialism. The struggles 
and toils and miseries resulting from a sensuous and 
dying religion were so exacting that care for the body, 
and the keen demands of earthly subsistence induced 
neglect and forgetfulness of higher spheres of being ; 
until the generality of mankind ceased to know that 
there was such a thing as " a spiritual body." 

Socrates knew well enough that he had a spiritual 
body, Cicero equally knew; the older religions, 
Egyptian and other, were permeated by it; but 
although the Apostle Paul in both his Epistles to the 
Corinthians had set it forth at large, and by name : 
"There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual 
body : " u there are celestial or heavenly bodies, and 
there are terrestrial or earthly bodies," yet the gene- 
rality of Christians had forgotten all about it; and 
large numbers know nothing about it yet. Sweden- 
borg, in The Arcana Celestia, revived the know- 
ledge and so illustrated it and emphasized it, that 
others have caught it up, and at second, third, fourth, 
or tenth hand have spread it abroad, so that in every 
denomination it is becoming a restored form of belief. 
Charming among the Unitarians, Littledale and others 
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in the Church of England, and Mr. Earle amongst 
the Roman Catholics, in his beautiful sonnets, are fami- 
liarising mankind aglin with the truth, There is a 
Spiritual Body. How practical this doctrine is let 
each ascertain for himself. Let the question be 
pressed, what is my Spiritual body like ? Is it fox- 
like from mean cunning as Herod's was: tiger-like 
from cruel passion, wolf-like from oppressive greedi- 
ness, or coarse, bear-like, serpent-like ? " God giveth 
it a body, as it has pleased him, and to every seed his 
own body." May ours realize the resurrection from 
the death of sin, to the life of righteousness, and so 
become angel-like. " I shall be satisfied when I 
awake with His likeness." 



The Spiritual World. 

As with the Spiritual body, so was it with the Reveals 
Spiritual World, men in the Seventeenth and ^ori!?™ 1 
Eighteenth centuries had lost sight of it altogether, nearness 

° and its 

As Sydney Smith said, " they left heaven and hell to laws, 
the ranters." Bishop Butler, describing the same 
period, says, " It has come to be taken for granted 
that Christianity is not so much as a subject of 
enquiry; but that it is now discovered that it is 
fictitious. ,, Analogy, 1736. 

Hartley, describing the same in the early half of 
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last century, declares Christianity to have all but 
become extinguished. But Swedenborg, in The 
Arcana Celestia, restored tfie knowledge of the 
Spiritual World, and described its relation to this. It 
The is an inner Universe. As the Soul is in the body, so 

World. the Spiritual World is within the Natural world. As 
there is a most powerful electric sphere pervading 
the outer world, yet imperceptible to common sight 
or touch, so there is a mind sphere, a life sphere, 
operative on our minds, striking us, as we often say, 
with this or that impression, and this is the inner, the 
Spiritual World. 

It is the world of ministering spirits. Our minds 
are associated with it now. We are inhabitants of 
two worlds, united to one by the mind, to the other 
by the body. 

We do not see the Spiritual World, because our 

spiritual sight is not yet opened. We should not see 

the natural world, if our natural sight were not 

Has the opened. From the time, and doubtless long before, 

world been ^ at tnree an g e ^ s were seen by Abraham, through the 
seen? j me f prophets anciently called Seers, through the 

remarkable experience of the servant of Elisha, who, 
when the prophet prayed that his eyes might be 
opened, saw the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire, previously unseen, all round about 
Elisha ; onwards through the prophets Isaiah, Ezekiel, 
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Zechariah, and to the Revelation of John, the Sacred 
writers bear witness that the inner world, from time 
to time, by the wise permission of Divine Providence, 
has been seen. 

Half the Scriptures are full of descriptions of what The Pro- 

phets • 

the prophets beheld when their eyes were opened to the Seers, 
this inner world. See Isaiah, chap, vi., the whole of 
Ezekiel and of Zechariah ; — and in the New Testa- 
ment what the apostle John saw fills the book of 
Revelation. 

Nor is ordinary history, or family experience barren Facts of 
in this respect. Things that people will believe, and sight, 
ought to believe, have occurred in every age, and in 
every place, to keep alive the grand conviction of 
man's immortality ; and show " There are more things 
in heaven and earth, than are dreamt of in our 
philosophy." 

Why should we wonder that such glimpses of the what 
inner world should now and then be given ? Is there a fter enS 
a parent that has fondly watched over a loved one death * 
dying, and has not wished to know something of the 
new awaking ? Has not the fond heart often sought 
to penetrate the gloom, and be assured that, as angels 
were present with the rising Saviour, at what may 
be called the Model Resurrection, so their loved 
departed ones may awake to the smiles of angels 
also? Swedenborg says it is so in every, case. It 
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is rational to think it should be so. The same 

Providence that blessed us with loving friends when 

we entered this world, is surely more likely than not, 

to take care that loving friends shall welcome us when 

we enter the other. 

The children, too. When loving hearts can no longer 

hold them to their bosoms, or detain them on earth, 

do they not yearn to know how is it with them behind 

the veil ? Has He, who gave them to our care, no 

one to care for them with angelic affection ? He gave 

Our His angels charge over them when they were with us, 

children 

in heaven, will they not have charge over them still ? 

Swedenborg says they are received and carefully 
instructed by loving angels, who have a special, 
spiritual, motherly delight in the training of children ; 
and their heavens are filled with all that is conducive 
to their happiness, and at the same time to their pro- 
gress in heavenly love and wisdom. This is rational, 
and full of comfort to parents. 



Swedenborg's Spiritual Experience. 

But is it true ? It seems, to some, too good to be 
true. Let us see if we can solve the problem on any 
other ground than the absolute truth of Swedenborg's 
having seen the inner world, and described its laws 
and circumstances. 
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We will begin with the statement that he was Did 

Sweden- 
a philosopher in the first rank of science, and borgsee 

fifty-four years of age. He says that in 1743 some things? 

very deep and peculiar states occurred with him, 

leading to profound self-exploration, and humiliation 

of heart and mind, lowly confessions of sinfulness, 

and drawing towards the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 

Christ There were also at times strange, unusual 

impressions, as flashes of light, as if before his eyes. 

Only later, he knew that these were the preliminaries Prelimi- 
nary 
of a state of open vision. These preparatory states states. 

continued two years; and he was induced to learn 

Hebrew, and thoroughly to study the Bible. At the 

end of the two years, in April, 1745, he says his 

spiritual sight was clearly opened; and four years after 

that, he published the first volume of The Arcana- 

Celestia. During twenty-nine years he saw the 

Spiritual world as clearly as he saw the natural world, 

and refers to it whenever it was appropriate to do so, 

through that whole period, in a calm, rational, and 

thoughtful manner, evincing all the time, through 

many volumes, written in Latin, making nearly thirty 

in English, a thorough command of Scripture, and 

living at the same time a devout and Christian life. 

* 

This was completed at his peaceful death, at the age 
of eighty-four, which he had foretold a month before, 
and just previous to which in the most solemn manner 



i6 



SWEDENBORG VERIFIED. 



Was 

Sweden- 
borg a 
wicked 
man? 



Was 

Sweden- 
borg a 
lunatic ? 



he declared, that all he had said of the other world 
was absolutely true. 

What are we to say to this ? 

Was he a wicked man, who falsely pretended to 
have this long experience, to found a religion of 
absolute purity, goodness, and truth? Those who 
had an opportunity of knowing him best, have uni- 
formly testified that his character was one of con- 
stant Christian excellence and uprightness. At his 
dying sacrament, he declared to the clergyman, Fere- 
lius, the minister of the Swedish church in London, 
his friend and countryman, that all his statements 
about the other world were perfectly true ; and that 
he would realise them when he got there. 

The suggestion that he was a wicked deceiver, then, 
is one we may dismiss at once. 

Was he a good-natured, clever lunatic? This 
deserves a more careful examination. 

He had no outward signs of lunacy 1 . His health 
was uniformly good. He was calm, orderly, re- 
spected, and beloved. He, having full command of 
his previous pre-eminent scientific ability, diligently 
continued to write his numerous works in Latin, and 
to prepare and provide for their publication during 
the remaining years of his life. 

The story told by Mathesius to Wesley, it is most 
charitable to suppose, was a lunatic hallucination of 
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his own. Mathesius became manifestly mad, publicly, 
in his own pulpit shortly after ; and lunacy has con- 
tinued in parts of his family. 

Mathesius said to Wesley, he was told by one 
Brockmer, in whose house Swedenborg had lodged, 
that in 1743 Swedenborg had an attack of madness, 
and rolled himself in the street, declaring himself to 
be the Messiah. 

This was twenty years before Mathesius himself 
came to London, forty years before he told this story 
to Wesley. Brockmer, when questioned, declared 
he had never told Mathesius anything upon the sub- 
ject Moreover, Swedenborg was not in London 
or in England at any time during the year 
I 743« This story, therefore, may be dismissed 
altogether as entirely without foundation. 



How to determine Madness. 

The question as to who is sane, or who is mad, is 
one attended by some amount of difficulty. Cardinal 
Mazarin, annoyed by the persistent proposals of the 
first inventor of steam power, regarded the discoverer 
as mad, and threw him into an asylum for the insane, 
where he died. The great George Stephenson, when 
explaining very modestly the speed that might be 
attained on, railways, and the valuable results which 
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would follow their adoption, was regarded by some of 
the members on the Parliamentary Committee as en- 
tirely mad. Profound thought, and high unworldly 
excellence, often draw from the shallow and the self- 
seeking, the decision, that the man is mad. 

Festus said with a loud voice, " Paul, thou art 
beside thyself, much learning hath made thee mad " 
(Acts xxvi. 24). 

Nay, of the Lord Himself, the Pharisaic judgment 
was, " He hath a devil and is mad." 

/Let us not then be hasty in our decisions, but 
enquire how we may rightfully distinguish between 
lunacy and soundness of mind. 

Insanity What is the chief mark of insanity ? We believe, 

inco- 
herent, the most notable mark is incoherence. On the sub- 
ject of his mania the insane person is wild, rambling, 
fitful, uncertain, and incoherent. 

But in Swedenborg's conduct there was a steady 
calm, and in his works there is no incoherence. 
Whether they treat of the highest heaven, the world 
of spirits — the mixed world, or the lowest hell, the 
exposition of doctrine, or the opening of some dark 
passage of the Bible, all are treated with majestic 
calmness, clearness, and completeness. Heaven, ac- 
cording to him, is formed by the love of goodness, com- 
bined with wisdom, producing beauty in the angel, and 
order and perfection in his surroundings. Hell, as 
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explained by him, is caused by sin and falsity, induc- 
ing ugliness in the fiend, and giving rise to perpetual 
foulness and misery, multiplied by the number of the 
mutual tormenters. 

Whether he treats of creation, of Divine Providence, 
the religion of a good life, by obedience to the Divine 
commandments, the continued lessons of the spiritual 
sense of Scripture, as in Genesis, Exodus, and the 
Book of Revelation, it is always the same, calm, clear 
system. 

But, how does this comport with lunacy? 

When a scientific man has really discovered a solu- H ° w ( l° 

truly scien- 

tion of some difficult question, he produces the results tine men 

decide ? 

again, and again, if required 

When a professed scientific man hastily judges 
Swedenborg's case to be one of lunacy, we may fairly 
say, do the same thing over again. Produce your Produce 

another 

lunatic — unhappily, there are sadly too many. similar 

Find a lunatic who has written thirty volumes on sub- 
jects of the highest importance ; always proceeding on 
the same harmonious system, always clear; having 
produced some new method of expounding Sacred 
Scripture, and having shown how completely it carries 
itself out from Genesis to Revelation. 

If this cannot be done, then the case of lunacy 
against Swedenborg fails for want of evidence — it has 
no ground to stand upon. 
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Sweden- 
borg, a 
model of 
orderly 
thought. 



Fitted for 
his office. 



Incoherence is utterly out of the question. The 
element in which he lived and wrote was order. The 
laws of order are his household words. 

The relation of end, cause, and effect, are constantly 
recognised. The reader of Swedenborg's works will 
become familiar with the orderly relation of things. 
Where, then, is the ground for the charge of incohe- 
rency or therefore lunacy? It is absolutely gone. And 
if he was not a lunatic, the only possible solution is, 
that he was a true servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He was permitted to have the experiences of his 
spiritual life that he might unfold new hopes and en- 
couragements to the good, correct the perverted doc- 
trines of the dark ages, restore the doctrines of charity, 
and be the Lord's messenger, to light the way in the 
world to a new Heaven and a new Earth. 

The Divine Saviour, through Swedenborg, was pub- 
lishing those eternal truths which would produce that 
sublime change in the condition of mankind meant by 
the Second Coming of the Lord. 

Though all thoughtful people deplore the very 
imperfect state of the world and of religion, yet many 
will doubt at first sight whether such Second Coming 
of the Lord is required. Let us consider the subject 
under our next section. 
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The Degradation of Christianity from the 

Council of Nice. 

■ 

From the apostolic times, the object of worship for 
Christians had been God in Christ. 

Christ is "God over all" (Rom. ix.), said the Apostle. 
"In Him (Christ) dwells all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily, and ye are complete in Him who is the Head 
of all principality and power " (Col. ii. 10, 1 1). " For- 
give one another, as God in Christ hath forgiven you" 
(Eph. iv. 32). 

The Christians sing hymns, said Pliny to Trajan in 
the year 90, to Christ as God. We are Christ-bearers, 
said the aged Polycarp, the disciple, only one remove 
from St John, because we bear Christ in us. The 
Christians were averse from wickedness and war, and 
were distinguished for their love of one another. No 
sooner, however, had the adoption by Constantine of 
Christianity as a political religion, and the enrichment 
and aggrandisement of its ministers taken place, than 
a change of feeling and conduct set in. They wran- 
gled about terms, and phrases, and doctrines ; and love 
began to wax cold (Matt. xxiv. 12). 

Of Constantine himself, history relates, "He mur- 
dered his wife, his son, and his nephew ; encouraged 
the contending factions of the now disputatious 



22 SWEDENBORG VERIFIED. 

Church, gave a fallacious support to the orthodox 
Athanasius, and died after a superstitious baptism by 
the heretical Arius a few days before his death."* 

The spirit of unity and charity faded away more and 
more. Having divided God, and made a Superior 
Divine Being separate from the Lord Jesus Christ, 
they became more and more divided against one 
another. Age by age they left the Christ-spirit of love; 
and, inflamed by self-seeking, they engaged in persecu- 
tion of each other, in bitter wars, and the wars in 
Christendom became at least equally bloody with any 
from which the world had previously suffered in its 
most heathen times. 

The evidence of this decline begins with the Coun- 
cil of Nice, and follows with unmistakeable clearness 
century after century through the so-called Christian era. 

Hear what Hilary, Bishop of Poictiers, called St 
Hilary, who lived at the time (a.d. 350), says of the 
Council of Nice, and those which followed shortly after. 

" We cannot be ignorant that since the Council of 
Nice we have done nothing but make Creeds. And, 
while we fight against words, litigate about new ques- 
tions, dispute about equivocal terms, complain of 
authors, that everyone may make his own party 
triumph; while we cannot agree; while we anathematize 

* Eighteen Christian Centuries, p. 81. 
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one another, there is hardly anyone that adheres to 
Jesus Christ" * 

In the Fifth Century monks made their appear- 
ance in the Christian Church. They had existed in 
Egypt long before Christianity, with various other 
forms of self-righteousness, self-torture, and self- 
merit. 

The Saviour had said of marriage, "For this 
cause God made them male and female." The 
apostles were chiefly married men, and Paul declared, 
". Marriage is honourable in all," and stigmatized " for- 
bidding to marry " as a doctrine of devils (1 Tim. iv. 3). 
" Bishops were to be husbands having one wife." " Dea- 
cons should be husbands of one wife, ruling their 
children and their own houses well " (1 Tim. iii. 2, 12). 

Such was Christianity in its pure and early state. 
But a hundred years after the Council of Nice, hear 
what history describes.t 

" The deserts and caves which used to give re- 
treat to meditative worshippers and timid believers 
now teemed with thousands of furious and fanatical 
monks, who rushed occasionally into the great cities 
of the empire, and filled their streets with blood and 
rapine. Guided by no less fanatical bishops, they 

* Book to Const. Aug., p. 211. 

f Eighteen Christian Centuries, p. 105. 
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spread murder and terror over whole provinces. 
Alexandria stood in more fear of these professed 
recluses than of an army of hostile soldiers. * There 
is a race/ says Eunapius, ' called monks, men indeed 
in form, but hogs in life, who practise and allow 
abominable things. Whoever wears a black robe, and 
is not ashamed of filthy garments, and presents a 
dirty face to public view, obtains a tyrannical au- 
thority. , Mad enthusiasts imprisoned themselves in 
dungeons, or exposed themselves at the top of pillars, 
naked except by the growth of their tangled hair, and 
the coating of filth upon their persons, and gained 
credit among the ignorant for self-denial and abnega- 
tion of the world." 

Though some of the holiest of the bishops of this 
age were married men, the opinion that marriage was 
a state less pure and sanctified than single life grew 
extensively in this century, and produced severe 
tirades against married clergy, and attempts at a 
spurious holiness not laid down in the commandments 
of the Lord, resulting as time went on in the keeping 
of concubines and a general and deplorable looseness 
of life. In this century began the exaltation of the 
Virgin Mary, and the bitter controversy as to whether 
she should be called the Mother of God. 

Image-worship arose in the latter part of this cen- 
tury, and after long and violent struggles over two 
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hundred years, became universal in the Western or 
Roman Church. 

In the Sixth Century the degradation of the 
Christian nations in the East produced so complete a 
corruption of the people, so general a state of mean- 
ness and profligacy, that Mohammed, born and 
married in Mecca, pondering deeply over the idola- 
tries and vices of the times, was led, no doubt under 
the Divine permission, to commence a new religion, 
mixing parts of the Scriptures with his own ideas, 
insisting on the absolute oneness of God, abjuring 
wine, allowing plurality of wives, and insisting more 
upon good works than upon faith. 

This religion rapidly spread over the effete nations, 
and its adherents became so numerous and powerful 
that it extended from India to Spain, and menaced 
Christianity from the Pyrenees and the Danube, until 
it was beaten back by Charles Martel in France, and 
. John the King of Poland in Germany. 

In the latter part of the sixth century, 597 a.d., 
Pope Gregory sent missionaries into England to in- 
troduce and extend the Roman form of Christianity* 
for Christianity itself had long before existed in 
Wales, Ireland and Scotland, and was freely spreading 
in the North of England in a simpler and healthier 
form. The Papal missionaries landed in Kent, ob- 
tained the help of the King, and, evidently by 
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political methods rather than by instruction and con- 
viction, carried on their mission ; for we are informed 
that Augustine, the chief, preached through an inters 
preter, and ten thousand were converted and baptized 
in a day — Christmas Day of 597. 

In the Sixth Century the disorders of the Roman 
clergy and their bishops became worse and worse, the 
elections of the popes also being attended by bribery 
and rioting of the worst description. 

In the Seventh Century also the sixth general 
Council met (680 a.d.), which, in settling the Mono- 
thelite Controversy, condemned Pope Honorius as a 
heretic, and pronounced a solemn curse upon the 
memory of the heretic Honorius of Rome, with as 
much fervour as a council of our day has declared 
that popes are altogether infallible and cannot err.* 

The Seventh Century witnessed the multiplication 
of monks and the immense growth of the Papal Baby- 
lonish power. Forgetting that Gregory the Great, 
himself Bishop of Rome, had said in the former 
century : " This I declare with confidence, that 
whoso designates himself Universal Priest, or in the 
pride of his heart consents to be so named, he is the 
forerunner of Antichrist," the following bishops of 
Rome continued to swell their pretensions by every 

* Cathedra Petri, vpl. ii. p. 440. 
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means in their power, until Leo, called also the Great, 
denominated himself " The Holy and Most Blessed 
Pope, the Head of the Universal Church, endowed 
with the power and dignity of the Apostle Peter, who 
is called to be the foundation of the Church, the 
rock of the faith, the door-keeper of the Kingdom of 
Heaven."* 

Pope after pope continued to strain himself with Church 

. . , , - , worse and 

more outrageous claims, sustained by forged writings, WO rse. 
now universally known to be forgeries, and admitted 
to be so by Roman Catholic apologists, themselves, 
claiming authority over all the kings, governments, 
and nations upon earth, and power to exclude whom 
they might please from heaven. The arguments by 
which these amazing claims were sustained are often 
as ludicrous as they are weak. The spiritual power 
was likened to the sun, and the temporal power to 
the moon. Then the pope, as spiritual power, was 
put for the sun, and kings for the moon. It was then 
argued that just as much as the sun was larger than 
the moon, so many times was the power of the pope 
greater than that of kings. 

One of them (La Glose), after close reckoning, con- 
cluded that the Papal power was forty-seven times 
greater than that of the Emperor, because the sun 

* Greenwood's Cathedra Petri, vol. i. p. 411. 
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was forty-seven times greater than the moon. Another 
(Laurentius) discovered that the calculation was 
erroneous, and that the true proportion was that the 
Papacy was one thousand seven hundred and forty- 
four times greater than that of kings ; while another 
(Bodin), who speaks of having mastered the learning 
of Ptolemy and the Arabs, proved to his own satisfac- 
tion, probably to ridicule the whole affair, that the 
Pope was greater than kings by six thousand six hun- 
dred and forty-five times and seven-eighths, neither 
more nor less.* 

How the humble Peter would have been astounded 
to see such pretensions made in his name ! He him- 
self said : " Feed the flock of God which is among 
you .... taking the oversight thereof not as being 
lords over God's heritage, but being examples to the 
flock .... Yea, all of you be subject one to 
Contrary another, and be clothed with humility, for God re- 

to Peter 

sisteth the proud and giveth grace to the humble. " 

The Eighth Century was rife in discord and misery 
ever spreading more and more. It has been denomi- 
nated the hopeless century. Manhood, patriotism, 
and Christianity, were all at the lowest ebb. The 
temporal power of the popes began by the gift of 
Charlemagne in 768 a.d. 

* La Papaute" et TEmpire, p. 172. 
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The Ninth Century continued the decline. The 
gloom was lightened somewhat by the reign of our 
King Alfred, at whose accession, he informs us, in the 
interesting preface to a translation of a tract on the 
Duties of Pastors, the priests were so ignorant, though 
they swarmed over the land, there were few north of 
the Thames who could translate the Latin service 
which they had to read, and south of the Thames not 
one.* With such priests what must have been the 
condition of the people ? 

The vestments of the priests were of the most 
splendid description, but indolence and sensuality 
took the place of religion among all orders of the 
clergy. The monasteries in particular, founded at 
first as abodes of piety and learning, and refuges for 
the desolate and penitent, became the haunts of idle- 
ness and superstition. Many of the nunneries were 
mere receptacles of profligacy, in which the roving 
debauchee was sure of a welcome. 

Many nobles, desirous of an uninterrupted life of 
sensuality, pretended to devote their wealth to the 
service of heaven, and obtained the royal sanction for 
founding a religious house ; but in their new character 
of abbots, they gathered round them a brotherhood of 
dissolute monks, with whom they lived in the commis- 

* Pictorial History of England, vol. i. p. 240. 
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sion of every vice, while their wives, following their 
example, established nunneries upon a similar principle, 
and filled them with the most depraved of their sex.* 

This century witnessed that enormous forgery of 
false decretals called the Isidorian forgeries, introduced 
from Spain, where the most formidable of Romish 
perversions have had their origin, claiming the author- 
ship of St Isidore of Seville. They purport to be a 
series of decretals or decrees of popes from the 
Apostolic times. They were adopted by the popes, 
and became the sources of their power for six hundred 
years, until thoroughly exploded by the learning of 
the Reformation times. Of them, now, the Jesuit, 
Christian Wolf, remarks : " Therefore, with a view to 
restore the papal authority and the decaying discipline 
of the Church, some pious sons of the Church, I 
know not who they were, concocted certain decretal 
epistles under the names of the ancient pontiffs of 
Rome, and these are the documents we now call the 
collection of Isidore Mercator."t 

For three hundred years such forgeries had been 
manufactured from time to time, though now generally 
exploded ; but the greatest frauds of all were these 
Isidorian documents, which were adopted by the popes 
as sacred traditions and made ecclesiastical law. 

* Lingard's Saxon Antiquities, vol. i. p. 133. 
f Cathedra Petri, vol. iii. p. 18a 
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Pope Gregory IV. produced the decretals on what 
was afte r m - ai ds app ro p * lately called The Field of Lies.* 

The Tenth Cexttxy. — This was the age of univer- 
sal confusion. Evaimh ere there was the nnserr of ini- 
qmty and tumult, but Rome was a very hell upon 
earth. Popes were chosen by riotous parties, and often 
there were two at a time anathematizing one another. 
Popes were chosen by harlots, and somet im es the 
illegitimate sons of other popes fPope John XL by 
Pope Sergms IIL). Popes were strangled and suc- 
ceeded by their imnderers. 

The infamous women, Theodora, Marozia, and 
Theodora die younger, carried on the g ove r nm ent of 
Church and State in Italy for a great part of the Bad as it 

, ocwldbc 

century, by what has been called Papal Government 
by Prostitution. 

The monstrous character of the tenth century, as a 
whole, is so horrible, and especially at Rome, that we 
prefer to treat it very briefly. We can hardly, how- 
ever, present a dear idea of what the Spiritual Baby- 
lon had become without affording one short detail as 
a specimen, for the whole century was little better. 
The material of the Tower of Babel was developed 
in all its vileness in this century, when probably it 
attained its height : " bricks had they for stone, and 

* Cathedra Petri, voL iii. p. 145. 
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slime had they for mortal." How impure the slime 
was, will be seen in the case of Pope John XIL, who 
was made pope by the abominations of which we 
have spoken when he was about twelve years of age. 
Six years after, the Emperor, or King, of Germany 
and his queen Adelaide came to receive the imperial 
unction from the hands of Pope John, and no long 
time after this the Emperor had to come again to hear 
the charges universally made by the Romans against 
the so-called Head of the Church. A synod was 
called, consisting of two archbishops, forty bishops, 
forty-eight cardinals, and other clergy of Rome. " The 
pope had fled, but bishops and cardinals declared 
* the pope was a worker of iniquity, and a servant of 
the devil, a wolf in sheep's clothing.' Witnesses were 
produced who deposed to many wanton impieties. 
They had seen him ordain a deacon in a stable. 
He had taken money to consecrate bishops, he had 
made a child of ten years of age, a bishop. He had 
lived with his father's mistress, and turned his ponti- 
fical palace into a brothel. Clergy and laity bore 
testimony to his having drunk a health to the devil, 
and invoked in gambling the help of Jupiter, Venus, 
and other demons."* 
Another pope was chosen, Leo VIIL, who affcer- 

* Cathedra Petri, vol. iii. p. 477. 
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wards ran away ; and John resumed his place and his 
wickedness, and ultimately was killed by an enraged 
husband while breaking the central commandment* 

While these horrors, over which we must draw a 
veil, reigned in Italy, the monks were deceiving the 
distant nations of ignorant men by claiming submis- 
sion and reverence for these episcopal monsters of 
iniquity, declaring that they were bishops of the 
world and lineal successors of the Prince of the 
Apostles. 

We can hardly wonder at the prevalence in this 

* 

century of the belief that the world would come to 
its end in the year iooo. 

The year 999 was looked upon as the last that any 
one would see. Under the impression of terror the 
great trembled and sought refuge by giving their lands 
to monasteries, and becoming enrolled among some 
holy fraternity in the " approaching end of the world. 

The land was untitled, the houses unrepaired, and 
rights unvindicated— for who would take the useless 
trouble of ploughing or building or doing anything 
else, when a few months would put an end to all 
things? Yet, even for the short time, the multitudes 
must be fed. The most frightful extremities were 
endured ; in many places human flesh was eaten. We 



* Cathedra Petri, vol. iil pp. 476, 481. 
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will not dwell upon these horrors, which are, however, 
largely described in the histories of the time.* 

Suffice it to say the dreaded last day of the century 
passed away, and the sun rose as usual on the new 
year. 

Fear had done something to check the iniquities 
of the time, and a better Pope had been chosen, 
Gerbert, an excellent man, who took the name 
Sylvester II. 

The Eleventh Century. — We have said we con- 
ceive the Babylonish condition of the Church had got 
to its height in the last century. For several centuries 
onwards it was manifesting its sad characteristics as a 
Church completely irrational and perverted. The 
Word was closed away, the clergy and people pro- 
foundly ignorant, and now doctrines of the wildest 
character were started and widely diffused. Tran- 
substantiation, which had been feebly uttered in the 
previous century, was in this loudly proclaimed. The 
people were prepared to admit that the whole Deity 
was enclosed in a wafer, and swallowed by them- 
selves, or eaten by a mouse, or, indeed, anything else 
if they were told it by one in authority. Berenger, of 
Tours, an archdeacon, opposed this their new doctrine, 
but was outargued by the talented Lanfranc, after- 

* Michelet, History of France, book iv., ch. iv. 
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wards Archbishop of Canterbury under William the 
Conqueror. 

The idea of Christ's merits being paid to God, to 
buy off man's punishment by God's wrath, arose in 
this century by Anselm. 

But the most violent innovation was the demand of 
Hildebrand, Archdeacon of Rome, and afterwards 
made Pope Gregory VII., that every priest should put 
away his wife or be displaced. His tirades against the 
wickedness of marriage in a priest were of the most 
violent kind, but he fiercely enforced his will until 
thousands upon thousands of homes were desolated 
and all tender and domestic ties broken, that the 
whole clergy might become an army to sustain the 
extravagant demands of the ambition of Popes. 

The declarations of this Pope, Gregory VII. are the 
ravings of a maniac mad with ambition, a passion 
which at last brought him to a miserable death. 

Towards the end of this century, the whole of 
Christendom became agitated by Peter the Hermit, to 
set out to fight the Moslems for the possession of 
Jerusalem and the sepulchre of the Lord, changing 
the efforts of Christians from the endeavour to spread 
truth and holiness into the brutal purpose of killing 
the infidels. 

The crusading mania continued until millions 
perished, and after a possession of Jerusalem for 

D 2 
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* 

nearly a hundred years the feeling died out, and it 
fell to the Moslems again. 

In this century and the next, bishops often went out 
to war, popes even entirely ignoring the divine teach- 
ing, " My Kingdom is not of this world, else would 
my servants fight." 

The Twelfth Century saw the crusades repeated 
again and again, wasting the nations who engaged in 
them, and keeping up the reign of violence, brutality, 
and plunder, until the folly was so completely exposed 
that the spirit departed. 

The Thirteenth Centjjry, turning the fury of cru- 
sading energy into the persecution of Christians them- 
selves who dared to think differently from the despotic 
heads of the Church, The Spaniard Dominic 
Guzman, called St Dominic, led off the diabolical 
slaughter called the holy war against the Albigenses. 
He was urged on by pope and monk, who ex- 
claimed, "You shall ravage every field, you shall 
slay every human being ; strike and spare not The 
measure of their iniquity is full, and the blessing of 
the Church is in your hands." When the friends of 
the Pope were mixed up with the heretics, " Kill them 
all " was the brutal declaration, " The Lord will know 
His own." 

The same Spaniard, Dominic, was the founder of 
the Inquisition, that infernal institution which perhaps 
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for cool, stealthy, demoniac malice bears the palm of 
iniquity beyond all else the world has ever seen. 
Certainly human history reveals nothing else to com- 
pare with that horrible invention of malignity. 

The Fourteenth Century saw the Popes become 
the puppets of the Kings of France. Philip le Bel, one 
of the most unprincipled, avaricious, and obstinate 
of men, had worried to death the poor creature the 
reigning Pope, Boniface the Eighth, of whom the pre- 
vious Pope, Celestin, is reported to have said, " You 
mounted like a fox ; you will reign like a lion ; you 
will die like a dog." 

He made a bargain with the most unprincipled of 
the prelates of France — Bernard de Goth, the Arch- 
bishop of Bordeaux — that if he would be obsequious 
to him in six favours, he would secure his becoming 
Pope. The archbishop agreed, and the king had 
influence enough to have him raised to the papal 
dignity under the name of Clement the Fifth. From 
that time (1305 to 1376) the seat of the popedom 
was removed from Rome to Avignon, in France, and 
the Popes became creatures of French influence. 
These things were the shaking of the Tower of Babel, 
tottering towards its fall. The Italians, indeed, were 
greatly provoked at this, and sometimes set up a 
Pope of their own; so that often there were two 
Popes, sometimes three, excommunicating and anathe- 
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matizing each other until after seventy years the 
Council of Constance deposed three Popes and again 
made Rome the seat of the papal government Dur- 
ing the continuance of the Popes at Avignon terrible 
crimes were committed by the combined plunderers 
against the Jews, against the Templars, against the 
Church itself, to gratify the greed of Pope and King. 

WiclifTs translation of the Bible, done late in the 
century, was coming further to shake the Tower. 

The Fifteenth Century. — The deplorable state 
of religion stirred earnest souls in various parts of 
Christendom. Bohemia, the Waldenses, earnest souls 
in England, were comparing the so-called Church with 
the Sacred Scriptures, and saw the glaring discrepancy 
between the two. Fire, faggot, and acts of authority 
were freely used to stifle enquiry, but the yearning 
after truth spread. The way was being prepared for 
the great movement headed by Luther, and the grand 
assault which broke down the Babylonish power and 
set free the Word of God. 

The Sixteenth Century. — This was the era of 
the Reformation. A great and brave time. Noble 
souls dared everything, suffered everything, rather than 
the Babylonish Imposture. Aided by the discovery 
of printing, the Bible being the first book produced, 
and by translations spread among the people, it was 
made widely evident, that the wild claim of the Popes, 
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and in many cases (as in that of Pope Alexander VI., 
one of the vilest monsters that ever lived), their shame- 
less lives convinced the more thoughtful nations that 
papal Christendom was no Christianity at all, but a 
self-seeking imposture that must be resisted and thrown 
down to make way for the newly published Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Immense was the agitation and progress made in 
Germany, England, Scotland, even in France, Sweden, 
Norway, and Denmark. America, colonised chiefly 
during this century, extended the diffusion of Protesi 
tant convictions and new and freer opinions. The 
changes were great and admirable. Yet it must be 
confessed that the period was one rather of war against 
old superstitions, than building up the minds of men 
with truth grounded in love. 

The name Protestant implies that the Protest 
against superstition and mental tyranny was the 
leading condition of this century. It was war, not the 
peaceful progress of a religion of love that animated 
the thinkers of this century. The doctrine of Justifi- 
cation by " Faith alone," was serviceable as a rallying 
warcry, but it was as foreign from the true teaching of 
Scripture, as Salvation by meritorious works. 

To obey the Lord by keeping His commandments, 
not for Merit, but from Faith and Love, is the teaching 
of the Word of God. Such was the acrimony pro- 
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duced by the religious quarrels of this century and the 
next, that France, with its two hundred years of strife 
and slaughter, Spain, and Germany with its thirty 
years' war, reeked with blood. The troubles in Great 
Britain and Ireland shewed only slightly less the result 
of religious hate. Men were tempted to ask where is 
the Gospel of Love, where are the Christians ? 

The massacres in France of Protestants, especially 
the direful one of St Bartholomew in 1572, excited 
hatred, dread, and retaliation. But there were things 
done in England on the other side which are painful 
to record, and which should only be remembered, to 
induce thankfulness that a new and better age is 
spreading its benign influences over the world, than 
that of those persecuting bodies, who supposed they 
were serving the Prince of Peace, when they were 
illtreating their fellow-men. 

Under a picture of John Townley, of Townley, 
Lancashire, Lingard, the Catholic historian, in his 
" History of England," relates there is written : — 

" * This John, about the 6th or 7 th of her Majesty's 
reign that now is (Elizabeth), for professing the 
Apostolic Roman Catholic faith, was imprisoned first 
at Chester Castle, then at the Blockhouses in Hull ; 
then at the Gatehouse in Westminster; then at 
Manchester; then at Broughton in Oxfordshire; 
then twice at Ely in Cambridgeshire. And, so now, 
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73 years old and blind, is bound to appear, and keep 
within five miles of Townley, his house. Who hath 
since the statute of the twenty-third paid into the 
Exchequer ^20 per month, so that there is paid 
already above ,£5000. a.d. 1601.' 

" Such was the harassing life which every gentleman 
known to be a Catholic was compelled to lead, for 
the sole offence of not conforming to a worship which 
was contrary to his conscience. 

" But if, in addition, he presumed to practise his own 
religion, if he heard mass, or received a priest into 
his house, he was subject to more rigorous fines, to 
forfeiture, to imprisonment for life, or to death as a 
felon, without benefit of clergy." 

The Seventeenth Century was a continuation of 
a similar state of bitterness, opposition, and war in 
Christendom, inducing at length a sense of weariness 
and disgust, accompanied with doubt, whether there 
was any real religion on either side. 

The Eighteenth Century was one sick at heart, 
tired of the struggles of persecuting zeal, warring in 
the name of religion, and concluding that true wisdom 
was to look after your worldly interests and enjoy- 
ments, and continue a decent form of religion for the 
sake of keeping the common people in order. 

This was the age of philosophical contempt for 
religion, the age of hollow professions. Drunken 
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clergymen, hunting clergymen, and even wrecking 

clergymen, abounded everywhere, and to the evils of 

past times was added general insincerity and hypocrisy. 

" Never," says a modern writer, " has century risen 

a 

on Christian England so void of soul and faith as that 
which opened with Queen Anne, and which reached 
its misty noon beneath the Second George, — a dew- 
less night succeeded by a sunless dawn. There was 
no freshness in the past, and no promise in the future. 
The Puritans were buried and the Methodists were 
not born. . . The world had the idle, discontented 
look of the morning after some mad holiday, and like 
rocket-sticks and the singed paper from last night's 
squibs, the spent jokes of Charles and Rochester lay 
all about, and people yawned to look at them. The 
reign of buffoonery was past ; but the reign of faith 
and earnestness had not commenced." * 

The Bishop of Lichfield, in 1724, declared in a 
sermon : — " The Lord's day is now the devil's market* 
day. More lewdness, more drunkenness, more quar- 
rels and murders, more sin is contrived on this day 
than upon all the other days of the week together; 
Strong liquors are become the epidemic of this great 
city. More of the common people die of consump- 
tions, fevers, dropsies, colics, palsies, and apoplexies, 

* Tyerman's Life and Times of Wesley, vol. i. p. 61. 
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contracted by drinking brandies and distilled waters, 
than all the other distempers besides arising from 
other causes. Sin in general is grown so hardened 
and rampant, as that immoralities are defended, yea, 
justified on principle. Obscene, wanton, and pro- 
fane books find so good a market, as to encourage 
the trade of publishing them. Every kind of sin has 
found a writer to teach and vindicate it, and a book- 
seller and hawker to divulge and spread it" 

Bishop Burnet wrote of about the same period, 
1 7 13 : — " Our Ember weeks are the burden and grief 
of my life. The greater part of those who come to 
be ordained are ignorant to a degree not to be 
apprehended by those who are not obliged to know 
it. The easiest part of knowledge is that to which 
they are the greatest strangers — I mean the plainest 
parts of the Scriptures. They can give no account, 
or at least a very imperfect one, of the contents of the 
gospels, or of the catechism itself." * 

We read the high church clergy were moral, and 
many of them talented and learned, but they were as 
intolerant as intolerance could make them. They held 
that all sacraments administered by Dissenters were 
invalid, and all Dissenting churches in a state of sin 
and damnation. A clergyman might be drunken and 

* Tyerman, vol. i. pp. 64, 65. 
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quarrelsome all the week, but if on Sunday he bowed 
to the altar, and cursed King William, he was esteemed 
a saint He might cheat everybody, pay nobody, but 
if he drank health to the royal orphan (the Pretender), 
hated King George and abhorred the Whigs, his want 
of probity was a peccadillo scarce worth noticing. 
On the other hand, a man might be learned, diligent, 
devout, and useful, but if he opposed the Pretender 
and Popery, or if he thought the Dissenters should not 
be damned, he was at once set down as heterodox. 

Of the Dissenters of that time it is written by one 
of themselves — "The Dissenters complain of their 
ministers conforming to the establishment, but com- 
forted themselves with thinking that the apostates 
were mainly young fops and dandies. The three 
Dissenting denominations, Presbyterians, Indepen- 
dents, and Baptists, lamented that numbers of their 
ministers were immoral, negligent, and insufficient ; 
that they devoted too much time to the fashionable 
study of the classics, and read their sermons instead 
of preaching them." 

The court of England was corrupt to the very core, 
and the people faithful imitators of a bad example. 
"Popery was intriguing, Dissenters were declining, 
and the Church was full of fiery and drunken feuds."* 
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. Carlyle writes : * — "To me the eighteenth century 
has nothing grand in it, except that grand universal 
suicide, named French Revolution, by which it ter- 
minated its otherwise most worthless existence by at 
least one worthy act — setting fire to its old home, and 
self, and going up in flames and volcanic explosions 
in a truly memorable and important manner. A 
very fit termination, as I thankfully feel, for such a 
century ! Century spendthrift, fraudulent, bankrupt, 
gone at length utterly insolvent, without real money 
of performance in its pocket, and the shops declining 
to take hypocrisies and speciosities any farther, what 
could the poor Century do but at length admit, 
* Well, it is so. I am a swindler Century, and have 
long been, having learned the trick of it from my 
father and grandfather; knowing hardly any trade 
but in false bills, which I thought foolishly might last 
for ever, and still bring at least beef and pudding to 
the favoured of mankind. And, behold, it ends ; 
and I am a detected swindler, and have nothing even 
to eat' 

" For there was need once more of a Divine Reve- 
lation to the torpid, frivolous children of men, if they 
were not to sink into the ape condition. . . . There 
was a voice to men — a voice audible — a voice from 

* Frederick the Great, voL i. p. 7. 
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the Heart of things once more, as if to say, * Lying 
is not permitted in this universe. The wages of lying 
you behold are death. Lying means damnation in 

this universe ' This was a revelation truly to 

be named of the Eternal, in our poor eighteenth 
century ; and has greatly altered the complexion of 
said century to the historian ever since." 



Judgment 
in 1757. 



The great 
hereafter. 
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World by 
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The Judgment in the Inner World. 

We may now be somewhat prepared to notice the 
wonderful circumstances that Swedenborg says took 
place in the World of Spirits in 1757. The tendency 
with men in this world, whose observations are limited 
to the external senses, is to regard the inner world as 
the land of empty shade, of nothingness, forgetting 
that it is the land of the vast number, the great 
hereafter. The teeming millions who have lived, 
and are still living, are linked to us also by spheres 
and ties, more or less close and tangible, and known 
to the Most High. 

Before a new Dispensation commences in the 
world, there is a clearing and new arrangement made 
in the inner world, a great Judgment, such as the 
Lord was effecting during His Life on earth to pre- 
pare the way for the Christian Church, at the. end of 
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the Jewish. " His fan is in His hand," said John the 
Baptist, "and He will thoroughly purge His floor" 
(Matt. iii. 12). "Now," said the Saviour Himself, 
" is the Judgment of this world ; now shall the Prince 
of this world be cast out" (John xiL 31). Again: 
"I beheld Satan, like lightning fall from heaven, 
and, behold, I give you power to tread on serpents 
and scorpions, and all the power of the enemy ; and 
nothing shall by any means hurt you" (Luke x. 
18). 

This Satan, or Prince of this world, is the personi- The Prince 
fication of the spiritual powers, which being nearest world. 
to the states of men on earth, continue to influence 
them, in opposition to the government of goodness 
and truth from the Lord. Peter was called Satan, 
when savouring the things of men, he opposed the 
Will of His Divine Master. " Get thee behind me, 
Satan " (Matt xvi. 23). The Old Serpent (selfish- 
ness in mass, which deceiveth the whole world) is 
called the Devil and Satan (Rev. xii. 9). 

Swedenborg says he saw a similar Judgment of the 
most tremendous character effected by the Lord in 
the World of Spirits, which would be followed by 
mental freedom being communicated to mankind, by a 
vast but gradual improvement in the world, and a 
New Church among men, to be called the New 
Jerusalem. 
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Scenes of Some striking outlines of the stupendous scenes of 
amonsTevil ^ s Judgment are described in the small work on the 
Last Judgment, but confessedly only a sketch. What 
people have long expected to take place in our earthly 
atmosphere did really take place in the World of 
Spirits, the World of Judgment "It is appointed to 
men once to die, and, after this, the Judgment " 
(Heb. ix. 27). 

" The Lord was seen in a bright cloud with angels, 
and a sound as of trumpets was heard from it ; which 
was a sign representative of the protection of the 

angels of Heaven by the Lord, and of the gathering 

« 

of the good from every quarter. .... Then all 
who were about to perish were seen together in the 
likeness of a great dragon, with its tail extended in a 
curve, and elevated toward heaven, bending itself 
about on high in various directions, as though it would 
destroy heaven, and draw it down ; but the attempt 
was vain, for the tail was cast down, and the dragon, 
which also appeared elevated, sank beneath. 

"It was granted me to see this representation 
that I might know, and make known, who are under- 
stood by the Dragon in the Apocalypse, namely, that 
the Dragon means all who read the Word, hear 
sermons, and perform the rites of the Church, making 
no account of the concupiscences of evil which beset 
them, and inwardly meditating thefts and frauds, 
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adulteries and obscenities, hatred and revenge, lies 
and blasphemies, and who thus live like devils in spirit 
and like angels in body " (No. 28). 

" Then I saw some of the rocks they inhabited Dragon 
subsiding to the lowest depths ; some transported to a cast down ' 
great distance, some cleft in the middle, and those 
who were on them cast down through the openings, 
and others inundated as with a deluge. And I saw 
many spirits collected into companies, as into bundles, 
according to the kinds and species of evil, and cast 
hither and thither into whirlpools, marshes, stagnant 
waters, and deserts which were so many hells" 
(No. 29). 

These terrible scenes were the result of the Spirit of 
the Lord affecting them, and their interior and horrid 
passions unable to bear it, bursting all bounds, and 
producing these desolations in their outward natures, 
and by correspondence in the visible appearances 
around them. 

Describing another portion of what he beheld, the 
author writes — "Finally judgment was accomplished 
upon those who dwelt more remotely in the Western 
Quarter upon the mountains there, and who are Woman on 
understood by the woman sitting upon the scarlet Beast 
beast .... Their mountains too were seen, of judgment 
which some yawned open in the middle, and the R^an 
apertures widened into huge spiral gulfs, into which Catholics 
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and their 
system. 



Judgment 
in the year 

1757. 



those on the mountains were cast Other mountains 
were torn up by their foundations, and turned upside 
down, so that summit and base were inverted. Those 
who were thence in the plains were inundated as with 
a deluge and covered over; and those who were 
amongst them from other quarters were cast into 
gulfs. But the things now related are only a small 
part of what I saw ; more will be given in the explana- 
tion on the Apocalypse. They were brought about, 
and thoroughly accomplished, in the beginning of the 
year seventeen hundred and fifty-seven." 



1757. 
Germany. 



1757. 
India. 



Effects in this World of the Last General 

Judgment. 

We have read the description by Swedenborg of 
what he says he saw, in the inner sphere of things, 
preparing for mighty changes, breaking up the old 
stagnations, and making world-wide additions to free- 
dom, light, and progress. Let us now notice what 
happened in the world. 

In that same year commenced the seven years' 
war, by which Frederick II. of Prussia shook and 
broke the power of Papal Austria, and vastly increased 
the influence of Protestant nations. 

In that same year British Power was firmly estab- 
lished in India by the victory of Plassey, and that 
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position was gained which constitutes the duty and the 
ability to enlighten and ameliorate three hundred 
millions of the people of the East. 

In that same year the elder Pitt commenced the 1757. 
operations by which the French colonies in America states, 
were taken by Great Britain, and the whole continent 
of North America prepared to be the home of free, 
enlightened, and progressive myriads of mankind, the 
magnificent United States. 

That same year the Jesuit Order became assailed by The 
the Romish Church— that celebrated Order, which {ssailed in 
since the time of Luther had by its activity, devoted- I 757- 
ness, perseverance, subtlety, and its unscrupulous 
character, rolled back the tide of the Reformation and 
defended the Papal system, with all its unchristian 
corruptions, abuses, and cruelties, and had attained 
such deep roots and immense ramifications in Papal 
Christendom, and beyond, that its ramparts seemed 
impregnable, its entrenchments safe from any attack. 
In 1757 it was greatly shaken. 

In October of 1757 loud complaints of the 
scandalous abuses of Jesuitism were sent to Rome 
from Portugal, and earnest solicitations for the aboli- 
tion of the Order. Shortly after, the French Parliament 
(1761) decreed the abolition of the Jesuit Order as 
inconsistent with the well-being of the kingdom of 

France, although the vile debauchee, King Louis XV., 

e 2 
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Sons of 
Loyola. 



did what he could to sustain them. Rapidly similar 
condemnations were effected in Spain, the Kingdom 
of Naples, and various smaller states of Italy, and at 
last Austria, followed by Bavaria, united in the general 
condemnation, and joined in the chorus of entreaty 
that the Pope himself would decree the dissolution of 
the Order as inimical to the well-being of every king- 
dom where it existed. 

The truly good Roman Catholics sustained this 
movement The previous Pope, Benedict XIV., 
had vigorously defended the Jesuits, but at length 
Ganganelli, Clement XIV., one of the best men 
who ever occupied the dangerous position of Pope, 
decreed the extinction of the Order everywhere in 
1772, as a universal pest 

What rational cause for this enormous change in so 
short a time can be assigned other than that observed 
by Swedenborg, the great change in the inner world 
with which we are connected ? 

The Emperor Joseph of Germany, himself a 
Roman Catholic, writing immediately after the aboli- 
tion of the Order to Count Aranda, remarks: 
"Clement XIV. has gained for himself permanent 
renown by the abolition of the order of the Jesuits ; 
its name will in future only be mentioned in the 
history of controversies and of Jansenism. . . . The 
synhedrim of these sons of Loyola had made it the 
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first object of their plans to promote the glory of 
their Order, the extension of their greatness, and the 
darkness of all the rest of the world. .... Their in- 
tolerance was the cause of Germany being obliged to 
endure all the miseries of the thirty years' war. Their 
principles have deprived the Henrys of France of 
their lives and crown, and were the cause of the 
scandalous revocation of the edict of Nantes." 

In our time the Jesuits have been restored by a 
feeble Pope, who hoped they would support the 
Papacy as in former days. They are, however, but 
the shadow of the former institution, yet, such as they 
are, they are still regarded as dangerous to free states, 
and have been expelled afresh by Spain and France. 

The unparalleled impetus towards change and pro- 1764* 
gress continued to exert itself, and when the vigorous 
young colonies of England, mainly peopled by Puri- 
tans, and spirits who could no longer bear the bondage 
of priestcraft, despotism, and impurity into which old 
religions had sunk, felt themselves too strong to be 
content to be ruled by the unjust and meddlesome 
policy of the mother country, flowing from selfish and 
stupid ideas, they claimed and won their entire inde- 
pendence, and constituted another grand factor in the 
progressive portion of the world. 

France sent numbers of efficient helpers to assist 
America. These became imbued with aspirations 
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after higher forms of social life and national well- 
being, for their noble fatherland, cursed and crushed 
by scandalous Church dignitaries, propped up by the 
vilest superstition. The body of the nation was en- 
slaved and exhausted under the mean and hateful 
tyranny of an immoral and effete nobility. Hence, on 
their return home these volunteers fostered the yearn- 
ings for a higher condition of humanity. 

17891 This stimulant of men who had learned what free- 

dom is in their experience in America, combined with 
the universal craving for change, that something in 
the air which is felt at epochs when great strides are 
made in human progress, produced the French Revo- 
lution : that series of agitations, siftings, and over* 
turnings, which, notwithstanding the appalling in- 
dividual sorrow, cruel wars, and calamities at which 
the heart bleeds, which were among its sad results, 
has also stirred up moral and intellectual changes 
which have continued to the present day, and are 
now more vigorous than ever, so vast, so varied, and 
so beneficial, that every thoughtful mind must exclaim 
in wondering admiration, " What hath God wrought ! 
This is indeed a new era. Behold, all things are be- 
coming new !" 

Is not here the counterpart in the outer world of 
what Swedenborg saw in the inner ? 

1759. Two years after the changes in the inner world, in- 
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ducing as we have seen world-wide political agitations 
and alterations, involving immense results, indeed a 
new order of things, James Watt was led to those 
improvements in the steam-engine which have made 
it the giant power for the advance of progress in all 
directions. By that wondrous invention, or series of The Steam 
inventions, which has adapted steam in every direc- b 
tion, from the formation of a pin to the propulsion of 
the locomotive, and the vast steamers which ride 
triumphantly over earth's widest oceans, trade, and thus 
human comfort, has been enhanced a thousand times. 
In this respect all things have been made new. 
The increase of trade and commerce which has Free 

Trade 
resulted induces increased civilisation, neighbourly 

feeling among nations, and the promotion of peace 

and humanity. 

Vast Change in the Spiritual Condition of 

the World. 

In the spiritual, moral, and mental worlds, the im- New life 

, .,,,/., , * n Church 

provements since the middle of last century have ofEngland 
been colossal and unparalleled. Our space compels ouches 
us to be very brief in these respects ; but the notices 
of the quickening in the Church of England, and 
earnestness in other religious bodies during the past 
century are so frequent, that no doubt can exist in the 
mind of any thoughtful enquirer. 




56 SWEDENBORG VERIFIED. 

Gratifying as is the growth of religious life in the 
Church of England as compared with the apathy and 
spiritual death of one hundred years ago, the mission- 
ary spirit as evinced in India has been even more 
striking. 

Before the middle of the last century, " the deeds 
of violence and of blood connected with the efforts of 
Portugal to convert the people of Southern India 
were but ill compensated by the wild zeal and activity 
of the sincere but mistaken Xavier. Bloody mas- 
sacres, cruel persecutions, imprisonments, and, indeed, 
all the horrors of the Inquisition of Goa, were but a 
poor substitute for the Word of Truth, the Gospel of 
Salvation. The Portuguese entered India with the 
sword in one hand and the crucifix in the other : 
finding much gold, they laid aside the crucifix to fill 
their pockets. They are said to have wallowed in 
wantonness. Who can look at the proceedings of the 
Jesuits at Madura and elsewhere without a feeling of 
surprise, as he witnesses the incredible spectacle of 
wholesale frauds adopted there for introducing 
Christianity? "* 

English Christianity was represented in India at 
that time by plenty of horse-racing on the Sunday, 
but scarcely any worship. A chaplain of that period 

* The Land of the Veda, p. 426. 
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writes : " Many persons must have left England at an 
early age, and resided in India for twenty or thirty 
years without once having heard divine service." * 

All this has now been changed, and churches, 
schools, and converts are making rapid and bene- 
volent progress. Seventy-three bishops and 2,750 
clergy in India and the other colonies of Great 
Britain are the marked evidences of newly awakened 
life and zeal. 

The voluntary sections of Christianity have made 
within the last century still more surprising growth. 
The Methodists, Independents, Baptists, Presby- 
terians, Calvinistic Methodists, and other smaller 
religious bodies, have excited religious earnestness all 
over the land, and both in the number of their places 
of worship and of their ministers, lay-exhorters, and 
missionaries, they have grown from the feeblest con- 
dition greatly beyond the Church of England. Ac- 
cording to Whitaker's Almanac for 1883, they have 
26,762 places of worship, and over 47,000 ministers, 
while the Church of England, from archbishops to 
curates, claims a clergy of 23,000. Notable, how- 
ever, as this result of increased spiritual life is, still 
more gratifying is the practical character now given to 
religion. 

* lb. p. 433. 
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Works of resolute battle with sin are seen and felt 
on all sides. General education, reformatory schools, 
societies to wrestle with sins of all classes, and 
especially the monster evil of excessive drinking, are 
multiplying more and more, and producing most 
gratifying results. The Cainite question, " Am I my 
brother's keeper ? " is receiving the answer all round in 
results of the most cheering character : " Undoubtedly 
you are ; avoid placing temptation in the way of your 
weak brother; combine, by your example and pre- 
cept, with all judicious efforts to abolish the social 
customs and legal arrangements which foster sensual 
pleasures away from home ; and induce drunkenness 
with all its curses and its crime." 

Happily, the religion of almost all bodies of 
Christians is taking more and more that form, and the 
result is markedly seen in a decidedly reduced propor- 
tion of criminals, both old and young, to population ; 
and the apostolic precept more largely observed as 
the true characteristic of Christian character : " What- 
soever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report, if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, think of these things " (Phil. iv. 8). 
Sunday Sunday schools commenced between 1770 and 

1780, and soon increased to marvellous dimensions. 
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There was a movement in many directions about the 
same time, showing a common widespread cause. 
The beacon held high at Gloucester by Robert 
Raikes in 1781 kindled fresh fires from county to 1781. 
county, from town to town, from village to village, 
and then from continent to continent, until teachers 
and Sunday scholars could be reckoned by millions, all 
learning how to live"; not being content, as too often 
previously, to hear from preachers their special nos- 
trums to warrant their believers to be safe in dying. 

The various Tract Societies and the multiplied Tract 
means of spreading religious knowledge and influence 1799. 
constitute a vast item in the course of human pro- 
gress. 

Is not this an undoubted realisation of one of the 
great promises for the latter days : " The knowledge 
of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover 
the sea " ? And does it not indicate a great stride 
towards a still higher result : " None shall hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain " (Isa. xi. 9) ? 

Soon after Sunday schools had acquired vigour and Bible 
the ability to read the Bible had spread widely, the jg£i e y ' 
desire to diffuse the Word of God arose, and the 
Bible Society was commenced in 1804. It has 
been estimated that before the date mentioned there 
might be in the world from all previous editions five 
millions of copies of the sacred writings. By the 
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generous and unwearied efforts of the Bible Society of 
Great Britain, assisted now for many years by the 
American Bible Society, there are now two hundred 
millions of Bibles circulated in one hundred and 
sixty languages. They have been multiplied nearly 

FIFTY TIMES. 



Punish- 
ment of 
death. 



Law, Prisons, Prisoners, and Persecution. 

In the enjoyment of just and equal laws in this 
generation, there is difficulty in realising the unjust 
and oppressive state of law one hundred years ago. 
It is, however, not too much to say that half of all the 
efforts of legislation for the past fifty years has been 
consumed in undoing the iniquitous old laws of the 
past 

Selfish enactments to preserve power in the hands 
of a few, to the degradation of the great body of the 
people, were clung to with the utmost pertinacity; and 
revenge upon criminals, not their reformation, entered 
into all the cruel treatment rife in the prisons. 

There were two hundred crimes punishable with 
death. It was death to rob the mail, or break into 
any house for letters. It was death to cut down or 
destroy any trees for profit, ornament, or shelter, in 
any garden, avenue or orchard. It was death to cut 
a hop-band in a hop plantation. It was death to 
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drive away or kill a sheep, or steal any part of the 
carcase. 

Forgery was death, or to pass false money. 

To steal from a boat to the value of $s., or from a 
bleaching-ground to the value of \os. 

For a poor woman to steal a little calico in a 
draper's shop was death, and so through the whole 
draconic code. 

Two hundred persons per annum were hung in 
London, then a fourth part of its present size, and it 
was not uncommon for a dozen at a time to be hung 
in front of Newgate. 

Howard began his inspection of prisons in 1773.* 
He commenced with Bedford. The two dungeons 
for felons were 1 1 feet below the ground, and were 
always wet. The prisoners had no beds, and if they 
were found not guilty, but could not pay the prison 
fees, they were thrust back to rot. 

Leicester he found no better. Debtors who could 
not pay for accommodation were confined in a long 
dungeon, damp and dark, underground, and had only 
two small holes, the largest 12 inches square, to let in 
light and air. 

The criminals were in a still lower dungeon, close 
and offensive, night and day. They had coarse mats 

* Hepworth Dixon's Life of Howard. 
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to sleep on. The courtyard was small, there was no 
chapel, and the governor had no salary except what 
he wrung from his victims. 

Nottingham: — Here the gaol was built on the 
declivity of a hill. Down about twenty-five steps 
there were three rooms, for such as could pay for 
them. 

The poorer and honester prisoners were compelled 
to descend twelve steps more into a series of cells cut 
in the solid rock for their reception, in a cavern 21 feet 
lo n g> 30 feet broad, and 7 feet high. In this horrible 
hole human beings were immured for years. At Ely, 
the prison belonged to the Bishop, then Bishop 
Manson. The prison had become rickety and unsafe 
for prisoners ; but instead of strengthening and repair- 
ing the walls and doors, which would have cost money 
and affected the Bishop's coffers, they adopted the 
cheaper plan of chaining the prisoners on their backs 
to the floor, passing over them bars of iron, and fas- 
tening each prisoner by an iron collar. 

And so on through the whole melancholy list 

If we go a little further back, and notice the cruel- 
ties exercised upon the Presbyterians of Scotland for 
their conscientious adherence to their religious con- 
victions, we arrive at a dark period indeed. 

Nothing seems so cruel as religious cruelty, the 
selfishness which clothes itself with religious zeal, and 



SWEDENBORG VERIFIED. 63 

professes, and sometimes deceives itself to think it is 
doing God service. 

Protestantism had no doubt been long and terribly 
harassed in Germany, Spain, France, and the Nether- 
lands, and Mary had shown what a conscientious 
bigot could do in England. But, if religion a hundred 
years ago had really been the uncorrupted Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, its professors would never have 
dreamed of retaliating by cruel laws and bitter ill- 
treatment in England and Ireland, for what others had 
suffered before, but have shunned it with abhorrence. 

Hallam in his " Constitutional History of England/' 
early part of eighteenth century, informs us that the 
state of the law was such in Ireland, that no Roman 
Catholic could keep a school or teach in private 
houses. None were to go themselves, or send their 
children, to be taught abroad* Intermarriages were 
forbidden, but if one of the parents became a Protes- 
tant, that one could take the children from the other, 
to have them educated in the Protestant faith. No 
Roman Catholic could be guardian to a child. 

No Roman Catholic could purchase land for longer 
than thirty-one years, nor pay less than two-thirds of 
its value. 

If a Protestant gentleman saw a Roman Catholic 
riding a horse he admired, and would give £$ for it, 
he took it away. 
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No Roman Catholic could vote for Members of 
Parliament. 

We could greatly extend these descriptions of the 
dark old times, and horrify the feelings by dwelling on 
the harrowing cruelties of the sad age that has, we 
trust, passed for ever. But surely everyone must 
hasten to confess that we have by Divine mercy been 
permitted to experience a new and better time. More 
heartily can it now be said than when the Apostle 
Paul first declared it : " If any man be in Christ he is 
a new creation : old things are passed away, behold 
all things have become new" (2 Cor. v. 17). 

"Old opinions, rags and tatters ! 

Ye are worn ; ah, quite threadbare ! 
We must cast you off for ever ; 

We are wiser than we were : 
Never fitting, always cramping, 

Letting in the wind and sleet, 
Chilling us with rheums and agues, 

Or inflaming us with heat. 
We have found a mental raiment, 

Purer, whiter, to put on. 
Old opinions ! rags and tatters ! 

Get you gone! Get you gone." — Mackay. 

The spread of Scriptural truth had largely purified 
the tone of society before the eighteenth century 
closed; but one of its most marked effects was the 
awakening of the public conscience on the subject of 
the cruelties and villainies involved in the slave trade, 
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and the practice of slavery. The power of the new 

diffusion of truth and love was felt in giving effect to 

the divine and glorious maxim, "The truth shall 

make you free." 

In the year in which Swedenborg died, Granville }?7 2 - 

oiavery 

Sharp obtained a judgment in the King's Bench, assailed, 
declaring the principle that a slave obtained his free- 
dom the moment he landed in England. 

In 1807 the slave trade was abolished in Great Slave 

trade 

Britain, and in 1833 all slaves in the British dominions abolished 
(amounting to 800,000) were made freemen at the L 

cost of twenty millions of money ; thus giving a mighty abolished 

in 1833. 
example of national and Christian virtue and an im- 
mense impulse to human freedom and well-being all 
over the world. 

Serfdom was abolished in Russia in 1862, and Serfdom 
twenty millions of subjects obtained the rights of free- ^2. 
men. 

The same noble spirit, the love of freedom from slavery 

.... - . , . • abolished 

the Lord, began the movement with ever-increasing in the 
faithfulness and fervour in the United States of ^jjjjjf 1 
America. With enormous obstacles to overcome, l86 3- 
yet with a spirit of self-sacrifice, of persevering energy, 
of unparalleled cost of life and property, with many 
a home mourning its slaughtered noble sons, the four 
millions of blacks, previously slaves, were made free. 
The foulest blot on that glorious nation was removed; 
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so that the United States now stand clear in these 
respects, honoured and blest by all good men. The 
rest of the world will ere long complete this Christian 
and grand Reformation. 

Perhaps no more striking illustration of the debased 
condition of the Christianity of the sixteenth century 
and onwards could be afforded than is exhibited by 
the dreadful horrors of the slave trade — first com- 
menced by Roman Catholic Portugal, followed by 
Spain under Charles V., who authorised his subjects 
to steal five thousand negroes yearly from Africa, 
and introduce them to Spanish America. 

In 1562 ultra-Protestant England, in the person of 
Sir John Hawkins, joined in the detestable traffic, 
including the burning of villages, slaughtering as many 
as were carried off, the turning of fruitful countries 
into deserts, and the infernal villainies of the middle 
passage from Africa, to the West Indies and the con- 
tinent of America. 

The trade increased and multiplied notwithstanding 
its murderous character for . two centuries and a 
half, until the crimes of these Christian men-stealers 
amounted to sixty thousand human beings kidnapped 
and sold to slavery yearly; and probably as many 
murdered in the infamous proceedings. 

• 'Lives there a savage ruder than the slate? 
Cruel as death, insatiate as the grave, 
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False as the winds that round his vessel blow, 
Remorseless as the gulf that yawns below, 
Is he who toils upon the wafting flood, 
A Christian broker in the trade of blood : 
Boisterous in speech, in action prompt and bold, 
He buys and sells, — he steals and kills for gold." 

Montgomery. 

Directly after 1757 a different spirit set in, and in 
1772, as we have seen, the decision was arrived at 
that slaves could not be tolerated in England 

The love of freedom, justice, and judgment has so 
increased in the New Age, that Christendom is almost 
entirely free from the infamy of holding human beings 
in slavery, and by its influence and example will in 
a few more years have freed the whole earth. 

Can there be any cause for this great change in the 
condition of things in this respect, except that there 
had been an ever-darkening night in the Church to 
the middle of the last century, but since then an ever- 
brightening morning? 

Increase of Education. 

In the past, hundred years an unprecedented Education, 
change has taken place in the number of schools and 
the amount of education. The previous deadness in 
the Church had been followed by paralysis in the 
schools. The admirable grammar schools of a more 
generous age had suffered the loss of their funds, in 

F 2 
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whole or in part, by the supineness of some and the 
fraud of others— chiefly of their clerical teachers and 
Episcopal visitors. 

The awakening of religion, however, has revived 
the desire to promote and extend Education, the 
handmaid of Religion. Where there was one school, 
and that one only half alive, there are now fifty. Over 
the mind of every child now the fiat has gone forth — 
"Let there be light." Each young soul will have 
its godlike faculties brought forth. And though, un- 
happily, all will not use their knowledge well, yet 
there can be no doubt that the vast spread of educa- 
tion must tend to quicken, to elevate, and to bless 
the human race. 

These amazing changes, the wonderful new things 
in the world, do surely confirm the intimation 
Swedenborg gives of the changes in the inner world, 
of which the results we have enumerated are the very 
evident effects. 



Printing: the Increase of Books and News- 

PAPERS. 

Books. During the last hundred years the change in print- 

ing by the introduction of steam and improved 
methods has been enormous. Books were formerly 
beyond the reach of poor men ; now there is a boun- 




SWEDENBORG VERIFIED, 69 

tiful supply for all Any working-man may have his 
decent library of one or two hundred volumes and 
several editions of the best of all Books. Printing, 
originated by Divine Providence (who can doubt ?) to 
aid the Reformation, has now become colossal, to 
bring about the Era of Light and Love. 

Books are the materials of thought — silent friends 
who instruct, elevate, and comfort This abundance, 
the result of cheapness, is the work of the Lord's 
Second Advent On all subjects admirable books 
are at hand, replete with information — books attrac- 
tive, illustrated, winning attention from young and 
old, and from all ranks of society. 

And what shall we say of newspapers? One 
hundred years ago they were very few, feeble in 
quality, and dear in price. The first in England was 
published in Queen Elizabeth's time; the first in 
Scotland in 1662 ; the first in Glasgow in 1715.* 

Where there was one copy there are now probably a 
million. In the metropolis alone there are 357, and 
in the British dominions in Europe nearly 2,000. 
Newspapers before the reign of George III. (1760) 
were very puny, uninfluential, and far from respect- 
able; now they are the fourth great estate of the 
realm. 



Chronicles of St. Mungo, p. 139. 
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The newspaper — so varied, scT interesting, so in- 
structive, so dignified and valuable — is the great 
awakener of the age. Every subject is in them tested 
and discussed with an intelligence that tends to pro- 
mote well-being in a thousand ways. It is light 
coming from the East, and going even to the West. 
Every man may consult his daily paper and his 
especial religious or benevolent or trade journal, and 
has advantages in this respect beyond those which in 
past ages even kings and emperors could obtain. 

The sciences, too, are not only immensely more 
advanced and elaborated than they were one 
hundred years ago ; so that every scientific man will 
say at once of his especial subject — and indeed every 
workman of his — that it is now altogether new. The 
number of the sciences is greatly increased, and the 
field over which they extend is vastly greater than 
that of a century ago. Music, Astronomy, Chemistry, 
Geography, Natural History, and Mathematics, for- 
merly called sciences, have been so changed and 
enlarged that the new in them incalculably surpasses 
the old ; but Geology, Electricity, Photography, Mag- 
netic Telegraphy, Phonography, and a host of others, 
were not so much as dreamt of. They are entirely 
the children of the Lord's Second Advent. Electro- 
magnetism will ere long furnish our light, our heat 
and moving power, and they are all potent agencies 
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which will doubtless expand in ever-increasing vigour 
in making " All Things New." 

Can it be without grave significance that while our New 
mental ways have been made smoother, broader, and 
clearer, our earthly roads have been immensely im- 
proved ? Macadam has made them easier, they have 
been widened, and then have come our railroads, 
extending our information, and making a thousand 
blessings general which before were only enjoyed by 
few. 

Steam navigation, too, brings Divine Help to human 
feebleness, and by extending the means of travelling 
and the diffusion of commerce (that great humaniser), 
leads the way to Free Trade and eventually to what 
Mr. Bright declared the other day at Birmingham 
was virtually making this a new earth. Had it 
occurred to him that the Church is the Lord's Heaven 
upon earth, he would have discerned that the im- 
provement in our religious states is bringing about 
the New Heaven and the New Earth. 

Nor can we overlook the improvement in our lights. New 
The queer old glimmer of the twinkling lamps of a g ts * 
hundred years ago was the fit representative of the 
very dim doctrines of the time, while the change to 
the brilliancy of gas, and the further advance to the 
electric light, is the fitting indicator that the mind, 
too, is moving on step by step unto the perfect day. 
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Population We cannot close this portion of our subject without 

British briefly noticing the astounding advance in power and 

m P lre « population since 1757 of those nations which have 

mainly identified themselves with mental freedom, 

and the diffusion of the Word of God. 

Great Britain and Ireland had a population of ten 
millions at the period to which we have referred — 
1757. Now the British Empire has nearly forty 
millions; and with India under the sway of her 
imperial authority, more than three hundred millions 
of human beings. 

The United States of America, in the middle of the 
last century, numbered scarcely three millions; at 
the present time they contain probably fifty millions 
of English-speaking people, full of enterprise, zealous 
for the Sacred Volume and enlightenment generally, 
and ever increasing. 

Their population is twenty times as numerous as 
in 1780, and their territory fifty times larger. Those 
nations which have cared little for the Bible, have 
scarcely increased at all. 

In Europe, superstition and ignorance, and those 
clerical powers and orders which have wedded them- 
selves to the lust of religious domination, are re- 
ceiving blow after blow, reducing their authority and 
influence, and illustrating the prophetic announce- 
ment, " Babylon is fallen, is fallen ; " and preparing 
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the way, even amid temporary turmoil and trouble, 
for light, liberty, peace, and love, wherever man is 
known. 

Let our readers look back over the improvements Compare 
of the past hundred years since the middle of the 
last century, 1757, and compare them with changes 
in the first century of the first Advent, the personal 
Advent of our Lord. In the first century not a single 
church was built for Christianity. The Christians 
met in secret places, in catacombs, and rooms, and 
were esteemed a contemptible and superstitious sect 
They were, however, a spiritual power, though a little 
flock j but how much greater is the spiritual advance^ 
ment during the last hundred years ? And from what 
cause is it, if not from the second Advent of the 
same Lord ? 

Compare Swedenborg's description of the Judgment, 
which he beheld, and the foregoing confirmations in 
the events of the Age. We can, then, easily explain 
the whole subject All things are quite natural, then, 
and are following their proper course. "Old things are 
passing away ; behold, all things are becoming new." 

Already the atmosphere is being lighted by many New light 
a golden ray of a spreading dawn, announcing a day jj£™ en 
that shall for ever brighten and bless the whole earth. 

Before leaving this important part of our theme, 
the reader's attention is invited to the quiet, matter- 
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of-fact way in which Swedenborg refers to his extra- 
ordinary condition. He had enjoyed, when he 
published the first part of The Arcana Celestia, 
full open vision for four years. The style in which he 
introduces this remarkable fact has nothing in it of 
the air of a fanatic, or an enthusiast. He was not 
blind to the incredulity and opposition with which 
his statements would be greeted in a Sadducean age, 
which is the condition of every Church when its 
spirituality is lost His allusions to his spiritual 
experiences, when they are appropriate, are made 
with quiet seriousness, and sometimes very tenderly, 
and he then leaves them to answer for themselves. 
Take, as an instance, No. 68, in the first volume 
of The Arcana. 

" I am well aware that many persons will assert 
that it is impossible for any one to converse with 
spirits and angels during his life in the body ; many 
that such intercourse must be mere fancy and illu- 
sion; some that I have invented such relations in 
order to gain credit ; whilst others will make other 
objections ; for all these, however, I care not, since 
I have seen, heard, and had sensible experience of 
what I am about to declare." 

From time to time, wherever it became appropriate, 
his information as a seer is introduced during the 
course of the work ; and with one passage of extreme 
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tenderness and beauty, occurring very far on, we will 
conclude the argument upon this subject. 

"Hence it is that the Lord is heaven; for the The more 
Divine Truth which is from Him, and which is nessand 

ffllfll til A 

received by the angels, makes heaven ; hence it is more beau- 
that the angels, the more perfectly they receive the tifulthe 
Divine Truth, which is from the Lord, thus the Lord, 
so much the more perfect human forms they are, and 
at length so perfect, that their beauty exceeds belief. 
He that shall see, as I have seen, will be amazed ; 
for they are heavenly loves and charities in form, 
which is the form truly human. The reason why the 
angels are human forms is, because the Divine Sphere 
in heaven is the Lord ; and they who receive Divine 
Truths in goodness from Him, are His images" 
(A. C. 9503). 

How the Church became Perverted. 

The great calamity of the Christian Church was its Perverted 
transformation by the rude soldier Constantine into a 
worldly imitation of the empire, for political purposes. 
Its ministers, previously seeking to become spiritually 
minded and to • promote the regeneration of their 
people, were transformed into great Church dignitaries 
with grandiose names, lording it over their brethren, 
the very thing the Prince of Peace had expressly 
forbidden, "The princes of the Gentiles exercise 
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dominion over them, and they that are great exercise 
authority over them. It shall not be so among you " 
(Matt xx. 25, 26). 
Three They thus adopted the idea of God the Father 

Persons. being a sort of Infinite Emperor, severe and terrible ; 
the Son being an Infinite Sufferer, enduring the 
punishment which the sinner, though owning it is due 
to himself, desires should be inflicted on somebody 
else; and the Holy Spirit an Infinite Messenger to 
convey divine gifts to men (as though the Omnipresent 
God needed such a messenger). Three Divine Per- 
sons, language never heard of in Scriptural or Apos- 
tolic times, began to occupy men's minds, and amid 
the uproars and divisions described by Hilary the 
simplicity of adoring One God in Christ was departed 
from more and more until it culminated in the 
Athanasian Creed, which declares that we are obliged 
by the Christian Verity to declare each Divine Person 
to be God and Lord by Himself. 
Many After this came the Divine Mary, and any number 

Mediators. Q f samts an( j mediators, swarming in every part oi 

Christendom — bits of dead bodies, hair, and toe- 
nails, kissed and hugged by silly dupes, became 
common everywhere. 
Other cor- Then, the simple doctrine of reconciliation, or 
ruptions. atonement, God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself, was changed into God the Second 
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Person died to pacify the Infinite wrath of God the 
First Person. Instead of changing their states of 
mind and heart to receive life, the people were per- 
suaded to set off in pilgrimages, crusades, and perse- 
cuting struggles, which found them ignorant and left 
them worse. 

Then the Christian life of keeping God's Command- 
ments was forsaken for living in deserts and becoming 
more like beasts than men, or the life of monks and 
nuns, worshippers of their own conceits instead of 
humble followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then the Word of God was closed up from the 
people. 

Then the resurrection of the man was changed into 
the resurrection of the earthly body. 

And the foreseen and foretold end in Scripture of End of the 

World, 

this dark age was translated into the awful end of the 
material universe. 

When regeneration was ignored, and the Word of 
God kept from the people, brutality of every kind 
flourished, and the blinded creatures who were living 
in a state of constant war and misery viewed with 
demon-like hatred the least deviation from their own 
benighted opinions. 

Then the ferocious rule of the Spanish Philip II. 
and the Duke of Alba, with its slaughterings and 
burnings, pretended to be Christian government 
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In October, 1529, it was publicly ordained that the 
reading or purchasing any New Testaments prohibited 
by the theologians of Louvain, attendance at any 
meeting of heretics, disputing about Holy Scripture, 
want of due respect to the images of God and the 
saints, were to be treated as crimes for which men 
were to be beheaded, women buried alive, and the 
relapsed burnt. 

Let no one suppose that bad doctrines are harm- 
less. A bad Church produces a bad world. 

Perverted doctrines have produced the most serious 
practical injury in the condition of the world. A bad 
Church is the most fatal of the elements in producing 
a vicious condition of mankind. 

In The Arcana Celestia Swedenborg restores 
the doctrines of faith to their pure and pristine 
character. The simplicity of the Gospel appears 
again. He denies no great doctrine, but separates 
it from the accretions of the dark and violent ages, 
which have made the Word of God of none effect, by 
their traditions. 

Once more, as of old, he declares the Lord our 
God is One Lord. The Lord Jehovah declared in 
the Old Testament He would come to be our Saviour, 
and He came, and they called His name Jesus, for He 
would save His people from their sins (Matt i. 21). 

Redemption and salvation are once more easy to 
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understand ; they have again a clear Scriptural basis, tion and 

_ . __ . _ _ . , Salvation. 

It is our one Heavenly Father stooping to rescue and 
help us, when no other power or wisdom or love than 
His would suffice. "Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, for He hath visited and redeemed His people 
. . • . that we, being delivered from the hand of our 
enemies, might serve Him without fear, in holiness r 

and righteousness before Him all the days of our life " 
(Luke ii. 63, 74, 75). 

Christian life is restored by Swedenborg to keeping Christian 

Life 

the divine Commandments from obedience, faith, and 

love, and in the daily work of every condition of life. 

"If thou wilt enter into life keep the Commandments. " 

" Except your righteousness exceed the righteousness 

of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case 

enter into the Kingdom of Heaven " (Matt v. 20). 

The Commandments of the Lord are the laws of God's 

happiness, as they are the laws of right. "If ye know la^of C 

these things, happy are ye if ye do them." Repentance, ha PP mess - 

which meets with some difficulty at first, the result of anceT 

previous sin, is somewhat hard, but a little practice, a 

real conversion, a little steady perseverance, will 

overcome step by step, and the faithful soul will soon ' 

begin to realise the Saviour's words, " My yoke is 

easy and my burden is light." " If ye know these things, 

happy are ye if ye do them." 

The Resurrection is restored to its true character of Resurrec- 
tion. 
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the resurrection of the Man in his spiritual body, 
immediately after death : the spiritual body is raisedi 
" We know that if the earthly house of this tabernacle 
be dissolved, we have a building of God (which will 
live) eternal in the heavens " (2 Cor. v. 1). " Flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption " 
(1 Cor. xv. 50). 

So with the end of the world. The old Jewish 
world passed away in the apostolic times, and was 
followed by the Christian. The apostle says it was 
then the end of the world, or the age (see Heb. ix. 26). 
So now the corrupt Christian world such as history 
has described it, and as we have seen it become, is to 
give place to a " New Heaven and New Earth/' such 
as Revelation describes will be. Man's corrupt world 
will pass, is passing away. God's glorious world will 
abide and be perfected for ever until " The Lord shalf 
be King over all the earth. In that day there shall be one 
Lord," the Lord Jesus Christ, " and His name one " 
(Zech. xiv. 9); " In the days of these kings shall the 
God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall never 

be destroyed It shall break in pieces' 

and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall last for 
ever" (Dan. ii. 44). 

The teaching of the Sacred Volume is clearly and 
persistently that the sun and the solar and astral 
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systems will endure for ever. The same reason which 
induced the God of Love to bring them into being, 
namely, that He might form immortal inhabitants upon 
them, whom He could bless for ever, will induce Him 
to continue them in existence. 

The phrase " End of the World " which occurs in 
the New Testament, and which misleads the English 
reader, is simply a mistranslation, and should be 
rendered " End of the Age." 

Ages have gone, and ages will come, as the Apostle 
Paul puts it to the Ephesians, but the world will 
endure for ever. 

" Whereby when ye read ye may understand my 
knowledge in the mystery of Christ, which in other 
ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as 
it is now revealed unto His Holy Apostles and 
Prophets by the Spirit " (Eph. iii. 4, 5). " Unto Him 
be glory in the Church by Jesus Christ throughout 

ALL AGES, WORLD WITHOUT END " (ver. 2l). 

This is in perfect harmony with Old Testament 
usage, where we read, " His name shall endure for 
ever, His name shall be continued as long as the 
sun" (Ps. lxxii. 17). Again, "They shall fear thee 
as long as the sun and moon endure, throughout all 
generations" (ver. 5). Again, "And He built His 
sanctuary like high palaces, like the earth which He 
hath established for ever" (Ps. lxx\iii. 69). "The 
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world also is established, that it cannot be moved " 
(Ps. xciii. i). "Who laid the foundations of the 
earth, that it should not be removed for ever" 
(Ps. civ. 5). "Praise ye Him, sun and moon ; praise 
Him, all ye stars of light. He hath also established 
them for ever and ever. He hath made a decree 
which shall not pass" (Ps. cxlviii. 3, 6). "One 
generation passeth away, and another generation 
cometh, but the earth abideth for ever" (Eccl. i. 4). 
A new dispensation, or age, is called a New Heaven 
and a New Earth (see Isa. li. 16). 

When a dispensation has become corrupt like that 
of the Jews, the time comes when it must be changed, 
and it passes away like smoke, for falsified doctrines 
become smoke instead of light. So disappeared the 
Jewish system, and was succeeded by the Christian 
Heaven and Earth. How corrupt this latter became 
history has plainly shown us. It is passing away, to 
give place to the New Jerusalem Heaven and Earth. 
This causes perplexity and alarm to good people, 
who do not understand it; but they need not be 
alarmed. The change is under the direction of a 
Father and Saviour of Infinite Love. It is the onward 
move of the great change heralded by the angelic 
voices. "And the seventh angel sounded, and there 
were great voices in heaven saying, The kingdoms 
of this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord 
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and of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and 
ever" (Rev. xL 15). 

In these restorations of true doctrine the Word of The Word 
God is the only authority to which Swedenborg ap- authority 

f A 

peals. It is an axiom with him that all doctrine must trine. 00 " 
be drawn only from the Letter of the Word, and be 
confirmed thereby (T. C. R. 229). 

This grand principle, which can scarcely be disputed, 
makes a clean sweep as he says of the doctrines of 
three Divine Persons, of the Vicarious Atonement, of 
the Father being reconciled by the death of His Son, 
of salvation by faith alone, of praying to God for 
Christ's sake, of the doctrine of substitution, and many 
others. They are never mentioned in the Bible, Neither 
the words nor the things are there. They are mere 
human additions which pervert Divine Truth, and 
must be swept away. 

On the contrary, when he teaches that the One The Word 
Jehovah God became our Redeemer and Saviour, to doctrine 
he gives page after page of proof where it is so said, Sear and 
in so many words. " I, even I, am Jehovah, and eas - v - 
besides me there is no Saviour" (Isa. xliiL n) f "I 
am Jehovah thy God, from the land of Egypt, and 
thou shalt know no God but Me, for there is no 
•Saviour besides Me." When he teaches that the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the Father in the Son, he uses the very 
language of the Saviour Himself : "I and the Father 

G 2 
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are One" (John x. 30). "He that hath seen Me 
hath seen the Father " (John xiv. 6). " The Father 
who is in Me, He doeth the Works" (John xiv. 10). 
"Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will I 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son " 
(John xiv. 13). So with every doctrine it is taught 
plainly in the letter of the Bible, and must be con- 
firmed thereby. True doctrine also, pervades every 
part of the Bible in its spiritual sense, but comes to 
the surface here and there only, like the hands and 
face of the human body, while the rest of the person 
is covered by the clothes (T. C. R. 229). 

When persons come to the Word, animated by an 
affection for the truth which leads them to employ 
their faculties in learning diligently, examining and 
comparing carefully, that they may obey the truth in 
their lives, a Divine Light descends into them, and 
enables them to perceive the true Doctrine in the 
Word, and says, " This is the way, walk thou in it" 
Such is the Light that enlighteneth every man that 
cometh into the world if he but desire its light, and 
will prepare himself to receive it. Those who thus 
prepare by reading the Word diligently, exercising 
their rational faculties and their common sense for the 
sake of seeing and obeying the truth, come before the 
Lord in the interiors of their souls like the high priest 
when he entered the Holy of Holies with the precious 
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stones of the breastplate borne over his heart, ready 
to receive the Divine Light. Divine Truth shines 
forth within them, and they know they are taught of 
God. 

" Do you, my friend," sayS Swedenborg, " go to the Go to the 

W^ord «mci 

God of the Word, and thus to the Word itself, and pray to i ts 
enter by the door into the sheepfold, that is, into the 
Church, and you will be enlightened ; and then you 
will see as from a high mountain, not only the errors 
of many others, but also your own former bewildered 
wanderings in the dark forest at the foot of the moun- 
tain" (T. C. R. 177). 

" Doctrine is to be drawn from the literal sense of the 
Word, and confirmed by that sense. The reason of 
this is because there iand not elsewhere the Lord is 
present with man, and illustrates and teaches him the 
truths of the Church. Moreover, the Lord never 
performs anything but in fulness ; and the Word is in 
its fulness in the literal sense. Hence it is, that doc- 
trine is to be drawn from the literal sense" (S. S. 53). 

" The doctrine of genuine truth can also be drawn 
entirely from the literal sense of the Word. For in 
that sense the Word is like a man clothed whose face 
and hands are naked. All things which concern the 
life of man, and consequently his salvation, are naked ; 
but the rest are clothed. And, in many places where 
they are clothed they shine through as the face 
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through a thin veil of silk. The truths of the Word 
also appear, and shine more and more clearly through 
their covering, as they are multiplied by the love of 
them, and by that are arranged in order. But this 
also is by means of doctrine " (S. S. 55). 

" It might be supposed that the doctrine of genuine 
truth could be obtained by means of the spiritual 
sense of the Word, which is given through the Science 
of Correspondences. But doctrine is not acquired by 
means of that sense ; it is only illustrated and con- 
firmed by it. . . . Moreover, the spiritual sense of the 
Word is not given to anyone except by the Lord 
alone, and it is guarded by Him as heaven is 
guarded; for heaven is in it. It is of first import- 
ance, therefore, that a man should study the Word in 
its literal sense. From that sense' only is doctrine 
given " (S. S. 56). 

" Genuine truth, which is of doctrine, does not appear 
in the literal sense of the Word to any but those who 
are in illustration from the Lord. Illustration is from 
the Lord alone, and is with those who love truths, 
because they are truths, and apply them to the 
uses of life. This the Lord teaches in John, ' In that 
day ye shall know that ye are in Me and I in you. 
He that hath My commandments and doeth them, he 
it is that loveth Me, and I will love him, and will 
manifest Myself to him, and I will come to him, and 
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make My abode with him' (xiv. 20, 21, 23). And in 
Matthew, 'Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God y (v. 8). These are they who are in 
illustration when they read the Word, and to whom 
the Word shines, and is transparent" (S. S. 57). 

" With these, the first thing is to provide for them- 
selves doctrine from the literal sense of the Word, 
and thus to light a candle for their further advance- 
ment. After doctrine is obtained, however, and a 
candle is thus lighted, by that they see the Word " 
(S. S. 59). 

" The Word, by means of doctrine, is rendered not 
only intelligible, but also bright and shining in the 
understanding, for it is then like a chandelier full of 
lighted candles, whereby a man sees what was before 
invisible, and understands what was before unintel- 
ligible " (T. C. R. 227). 

" All the doctrine of the Church must be from the 
Word, and doctrine from any other source than from 
the Word is not doctrine in which there is anything 
of the Church, and still less anything of heaven. But 
doctrine is to be collected from the Word, and when 
it is being collected, the man must be in illustration 
from the Lord ; and he is in illustration when in the 
love of truth, for the sake of truth, and not for the 
sake of self and the world. These are they who are 
illustrated in the Word when they read it, and see 
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truth, and make to themselves doctrine. The reason 
of this is, because such communicate with heaven, thus 
with the Lord, and being thereby illustrated from the 
Lord they are led to see the truths of the Word such 
as they are in heaven, for the Lord flows in through 
heaven into their understandings, for the interior 
understanding of man is what is illustrated ; and the 
Lord at the same time in such case flows in with 
faith, by means of the co-operation of the new will, a 
property of which is, to be affected with truth, for the 
sake of truth. From these considerations it may now 
be manifest in what manner the doctrine of truth and 
goodness is given to a man from the Lord " (A. C. 

9424). 

Truth to be "It is IN EVERYONE'S POWER TO PROCURE truths 

IS from the Word, and as he procures them for himself; 
and loves them, in the same proportion, he forms in 
himself the initiaments of faith" (T. C. R. 356). 

"Nevertheless nothing of faith, of charicy, and of the 
life of each, is from man, but from the Lord alone. 
It is written, ' A man can receive nothing except it 
be given him from above' (John iii. 27); and Jesus 
said, * He that abideth in Me and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit ; for without Me ye can do 
nothing' (xv. 5). But these passages are to be 
understood in this sense, that a man of himself can 
procure for himself no other faith than such as is 
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natural, which is a persuasion that a thing is true 
because some person in authority has affirmed it " Not by 

(T. C. R. 3S9). aUth ° ri,y ' 

" Persons who do not think sanely cannot believe 
that all things relating to the New Church can appear 
in light, but let them know that this is possible, 
inasmuch as every man has exterior and interior 
thought Interior thought is in the light of heaven, 
and is called perception, and exterior thought is in 
the life of the world ; and the understanding of every 
man is such that it can be elevated even into the light 
of heaven, and also is elevated if from a principle of 
delight he desires to see the truth. This light which Light from 
illuminates the mind, flows from no other source, but 
out of heaven from the Lord, and whereas they who 
are to be of the New Jerusalem will directly 
approach the Lord, that light will flow in, in the way 
of order, which is through the love of the will, into 
the perception of the understanding." 

" But they who have confirmed themselves in this Blind 
tenet, that the understanding in matters of a theological canno t 
nature is to see nothing, but that people ought blindly see# 
to believe what the Church teaches, cannot see any 
truth ; for they have obstructed the passage of the 
light into themselves" (A. E. 1323). 

" Those things in which the spirit is convinced obtain Authority, 
a place above those which without consulting reason 
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Rule in 
heaven 
not from 
authority. 



Read and 
compare. 



enter from authority and the faith of authority ; for 
the latter enter the head no further than into the 
memory ; and there mix themselves with fallacies and 
falses; thus they are beneath the rational things of 
the understanding. From these any one may seem 
to converse rationally, but he will converse pre- 
posterously " (C. L. 295). 

The angels who are in the first heaven are sub- 
ordinate to the angels who are in the second, and 
these to the angels in the third; but this subordi- 
nation is not as of rule or authority, but it is as in a 
man a flowing of things internal into things external. 
.... The inferior or subordinate do not know that 
this is the case, unless it is given them by the Lord to 
reflect upon it; consequently their subordination is 
not like that of rule or authority (A. C. 1802). 

Children, and those who have not yet attained the 
age of reason according to Swedenborg ought to 
regard reverently the teaching of their parents and 
guardians, and the doctrines of their Church, but 
when their faculties have been matured they ought 
from an affection for the truth to read the Word 
carefully and conscientiously, and as they read, and 
compare part with part, the Lord will enlighten them 
with true doctrine, and lead them from truth to truth 
as they advance in a heavenly life. 

There is a relation between truths and the faculties 
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of the mind like that between the eyes and light, so 
that as a person who has carefully observed confi- 
dently depends upon what he sees as being correct, 
so may the spiritual man depend that in the Lord's 
light he will see light; and that what cannot be 
shown to be rationally true, and in harmony with 
other truths, ought not to be accepted. 

"Genuine faith," he says, "is an acknowledgment Genuine 
that a thing is so, because it is true. For he who is Faith * 
in genuine faith thinks and speaks to this effect, 
This is true, and therefore I believe it. For faith is 
the assurance with which we embrace that which is 
true ; and that which is true is the proper object of 
faith. A person of this character also, if he does not 
comprehend a sentiment and see its truth, will say, I 
do not know whether this is true or not ; therefore I 
do not yet believe it. How can I believe what I do 
not yet comprehend ? Perhaps it may be false." 

" Hence now it is that they who are in the spiritual 
affection of truth enjoy an internal acknowledgment 
of it As the angels are in that affection, they totally 
reject the tenet, That the understanding ought to be 
kept in subjection to faith ; for they say, How can 
you believe a thing when you do not see whether it 
is true or not ? And, if any one affirms that what 
he advances must be believed for all that, they reply, 
Dost tfyou think thyself a God that I am to believe 
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the chief 
thing. 
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its widest 
sense. 



thee ? or that I am mad, that I should believe an 
assertion in which I dp not see any truth? If I 
must believe it, cause me to see it. The dogmatiser 
is thus constrained to retire. Indeed, the wisdom of 
the angels consists solely in this, that what they 

THINK, THEY SEE AND COMPREHEND" (Doctrine Of 

Faith, 2, 4). 

Great, however, as are the weight and importance 
which Swedenborg attaches to the possession of truth, 
goodness is, after all, the principal thing. Goodness 
in thought, in heart, and in life, this unites a person 
with the Lord's Church, whether he has much know- 
ledge or little. Without goodness, a person is never 
in the Church, however correct his doctrines and 
however great his intellectual attainments may be. 

In this Swedenborg simply echoes the teachings of 
his Divine Master, " They who have done good shall 
come forth to the resurrection of life " (John v. 29). 
" By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples 
if ye have love one to another " (John xiii. 35). 

The Church of the Lord in its widest sense consists, 
according to Swedenborg, of all good people, whether 
Protestant or Catholic, Christian, Jew, or Gentile. 

" It is provided by the Lord that there should be 

« 

a religion everywhere, and that in every religion there 
should be the two essentials of salvation, which con- 
sist in acknowledging a God, and in not doing evil 
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because it is against God .... It is also provided 
that all who have lived well and acknowledged a God 
should be instructed after death by angels ; and then 
those who have been in those two essentials of religion 
in this world accept the truths of the Church, such as 
they are in the Word, and acknowledge the Lord as 
the God of heaven and the Church" (Div. Prov. n. 328). 

Again : "The Church of the Lord extends to Gentile 
nations, and the Gentiles who are in goodness easily 
acknowledge many truths from themselves, even the 
tacit acknowledgment and worship of the Lord and 
His presence with them is involved in their reception 
of goodness " (A. C. 3263). 

The Church, in a more special and specific sense, Church in 
is where the Word is read, and the Lord is known, special 
These form an inner circle. But here also they only sense# 
are the true members of the Church who love the 
Lord, and strive to do His will. Where from this 
state charity prevails, differences of doctrine do not 
divide. They are esteemed Christians who live as 
Christians. Swedenborg on this subject has many 
exquisitely charming statements, all breathing the 
very essence of charity and goodwill. 

"Doctrines alone do not constitute the external, 
much less the internal, of the Church, as was shown 
above; nor do they serve to distinguish Churches 
before the Lord ; but this is effected by a life accord- 

4 
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ing to doctrines, all which, if they axe true, regard 
charity as their fundamental ; for what is the end and 
design of doctrines but to teach how man should 
live ? The several Churches in the Christian world 
are distinguished by their doctrines, and the members 
of those Churches have hence taken the names of 
Roman Catholics, Lutherans, Calvinists, or the Re- 
formed and Evangelical Protestants, with many others. 
This distinction of names arises solely from doctrines, 
and would never have existed if the members of the 
Church had made love to the Lord and charity 
towards the neighbour the principal part of faith. 
Doctrines would then be only varieties of opinion 
concerning the mysteries of faith which they who are 
true Christians would leave to every one to receive 
according to his conscience, whilst it would be the 
language of their hearts that he is a true Christian 
who lives as a Christian, that is, as the Lord 
teaches " (A. C. 1799). 

Again : " All the members of the Church at that 
time lived one amongst another as brethren, and also 
called each other brethren, and mutually loved each 
other ; but in process of time charity diminished and 
at length vanished ; evils succeeded, and with evils 
falsities also insinuated themselves, whence arose 
schisms and heresies. These would never have 
existed if charity had continued to live and rule; for 
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in such case they would not have called schism by there is no 

herosv * 

the name of schism, nor heresy by the name of only ' 
heresy; but they would have called them doctrines ^J^f 
agreeable to each person's particular opinion or way thought, 
of thinking, which they would have left to every one's 
conscience — not judging or condemning any for their 
opinions, provided they did not deny fundamental 
principles, that is, the Lord, eternal life, and the Word ; 
and maintained nothing contrary to Divine Order, 
that is, contrary to the Decalogue" (A. C. 1834). 

Once more : " The Church of the Lord, inasmuch 
as it derives its doctrines from the literal sense of 
the Word, will differ in different places, and this not 
only according to societies in general, but sometimes 
according to particular persons in each society. 
Nevertheless a difference in doctrines of faith is no 
reason why the Church should not be one, provided 
only there be unanimity as to willing what is good, 

AND DOING WHAT IS GOOD " (A. C. 345l). 

Here, we see that spirit of charity and goodness Charity 
taught, which can alone subdue bigotry and strife, 
and promote real in contradistinction from merely 
professional religion. Happy will it be, when this 
unsectarian spirit shall become general, and while men 
can view variously the many-sided aspects of truth, and 
cannot yet quite agree to confess the same creed, they 
can agree to differ, and to act in charity together. 
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Will this be all that can be done? 

Considering that the creeds, teachings, formulas of 
the Church, are constructed not on the clear state- 
ments of Holy Writ, but on the traditions and per- 
versions of the dark ages now alike condemned by 
the open Bible, rational reflection and the plainest 
discoveries of science, is the Church to go on with 
her truths inverted, and her worship obscured by 
addressing three separate Divine Persons, when there 
is only one; praying to God out of Christ, and 
merely mentioning the Saviour's name at the end of a 
prayer ? 

Is life to be always ignored, and salvation by faith 
alone, to be the teaching of hymn and sermon ? Are 
the great truths coming down from God out of heaven 
not to be openly proclaimed, when part of the new 
state of things is to give to every one his heavenly 
birthright, true religious liberty ? 

Are tens of thousands of pulpits to be listened to 
reverently when proclaiming effete errors, and no 
effort to be made to unfold to men bright and glorious 
truths ? Assuredly not* As well might our schools 
be required to continue the narrow conceits of the 
middle ages, called science then, instead of the 
bright lights of the present day. 
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Hence, Swedenborg taught that a New Church The New 
... . Jerusalem, 

would arise, meant in the Book of Revelation bv 

the New Jerusalem, and to be called the New 

Jerusalem (A. E., 1295). 

This Church would commence with very few (A. C, 
3898), and continue weak for a considerable time. 
It would be the woman nourished in the wilderness 
(Rev. xii. 14) ; but it would gradually increase, and 
become a power in the earth. 

When Swedenborg was asked very late in life how 
many did he think had then accepted his principles, 
he replied probably fifty. 

He speaks often in his writings very dubiously as 
to where the New Church would manifest itself, and 
who the honoured faithful few would be by whom 
the Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ in its purity 
and fulness would come, and His will be done on 
earth, as it is done in heaven. The interiors of men, 
and especially of professing Christians, were so beset 
with evils : selfishness had assumed such monstrous Where 
proportions, that the Lord alone knew where the the New- 
noble remnant would be found, who could receive Sp 
the New Kingdom from Himself out of heaven. 

It would come to pass, however. The stone 
formed out of the mountain without hands would 
duly appear, and fill the whole earth. 

In all particulars this work of mercy has begun. 
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A few, a very few, in his own country, a few in 
Germany, France, and England, whose hearts the 
Lord had touched, received the hallowed truths of 
the Opened Word, and rejoiced over them as Pearls of 
great price. They did not put their light under a bushel, 
but upon a candlestick, to be seen of the whole house. 

The Rev. John Clowes, Rector of St John's, 
Manchester, the saintly translator of The Arcana 
Celestia, and others of the works of Swedenborg, 
and author of many edifying and admirable volumes ; 
the Rev. T. Hartley, the first translator of " Heaven 
and Hell;" and numbers of the English clergy, 
worthily represented to our own day by many at pre- 
sent in the Church, received the Heavenly Doctrine 
gladly. The late Rev. Augustus Clissold was pre- 
eminently one of this class. " They hailed the living 
waters flowing from the heavenly Jerusalem (Zech. 

. 9), and adored the One Lord Jesus, who shall 
be Lord of the whole earth, and whose Kingdom 
shall stand for ever" (Dan. ii. 44). 



(E English would receive the Heavenly 
Doctrine. 




One thing is too interesting to be passed over. 

the latter portion of his spiritual Diary 

observes : "It was manifest (in the 

irld) that many among the English would 
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receive the Heavenly Doctrine, and by its means enter 
the New Jerusalem, because they are such as to ac- 
cept the truths of faith more easily than others, and 
to discern them in interior light" "This," he re- 
marks afterwards, "is owing to their religious and 
political liberty. " 

Amongst the English and the English-speaking English- 
people in Free America, the commencement of the 2^1^ 
New Heaven and Earth has begun. The Divine 
Mustard seed has taken root, and is growing. 

All the denominations of Christendom have had 
their views vastly modified by the removal of old errors 
inconsistent with the central doctrine, God is Love. 

Some hundreds of congregations already exist in 
Europe and the Western world; and groups and 
individuals rejoicing in the New Light are to be found 
wherever civilisation exists. They have gradually 
spread and multiplied The little one has become a 
thousand. The small one is slowly but surely gather- 
ing strength, and will become a great nation. 

These feel the great blessing they have lived to 
experience, and while they exclaim to others, " Arise, 
shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord 
hath arisen upon thee " (Isai. lx.), their grateful hearts, 
adoring, again take up the angelic song, " Glory to 
God in the Highest (heavens), and on earth peace, 
goodwill towards men." 
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Must there not be a Separate Organization? 

The importance of there being a separate organiza- 
tion for the New Jerusalem Church will be evident 
from three considerations, which will commend them- 
selves to the conscientious and practical Christian. 

Firstly. The doctrines and services of worship of 
the old Denominations were formed in the dark 
ages, and in accordance with the false views which 
then prevailed. They weary and worry conscientious 
minds, and especially confuse the young. 

No school of science would use the text-books and 
formulas of five hundred years ago ; why should this 
be done in Divine Science ? Why should the falsities 
of what is now often called that unhappy creed, the 
Athanasian, be pressed upon the spirit during sabbaths, 
when the soul is seeking peace and refreshing rest ? 

Secondly. The true earnest Christian spirit hun- 
gers and thirsts after righteousness; and especially 
desires the spirit and life of the Divine Word ; but 
how can it be obtained where it is slightly or not at 
all believed in, or perhaps known ? When the Lord 
has provided a divine supply of spiritual and hea- 
venly food, should we not eagerly receive it ? What 
is the chaff to the wheat ? 

Thirdly. The grateful Christian who rejoices that 
he now knows his God and Saviour, as the blessed 
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and only Potentate, King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, Infinite Love, that desires the salvation of 
everyone, and Wisdom itself, shrinks from caricatures 
of the Heavenly Father as a vengeful Deity, or the 
confusion which places His name at the end of a 
prayer directed to another God. 

Why, then, should he not have sabbath privileges 
in harmony with his own principles and feelings, 
leaving to others the freedom which he ventures to 
claim for himself ? 

He will be edified while receiving the truth with a 
loving, faithful few when needful, remembering the 
Lord's words, "Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the Kingdom "(Luke xii. 32). 

" Lover of truth, he fain would see her banner well unfurled, 
Better be right with two or three, than wrong with aU the 
world." 

He will not, however, desire to exult over others 
because he has truer doctrines than they, but, by 
a faithful heart and heavenly life, encourage others 
to avail themselves of the truths which have aided 
him, and led him to love and trust in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is the Saviour, Teacher, and Friend of all. 

He will not presume that he is in the Lord's New 
Jerusalem, because he believes the doctrines of the 
New Jerusalem Church, or attends its worship; but 
confess that only as he loves and walks according to 
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those doctrines, is he joined with the nations of them 
who are saved, and walks in the light of the Holy City 
(Rev. xxi. 24). 

We intellectually accept the doctrines of the New 
Jerusalem, it is well. But if we are sour-tempered, self- 
conceited, crotchety, difficult to deal with, deceptive 
in our business, or impure in our habits, we are not in 
the golden city. Lord help us ! we are self-deceivers. 

Others who may outwardly be associated with other 
doctrines and other churches, may be labouring to 
attain sincerely a new heart and a right spirit : and the 
Lord knows His own everywhere, and will remember 
them in the day that He makes up His jewels. 

The proceedings of the friends who first carried out 
their convictions of the necessity of worshipping the 
Lord according to the new light they were enabled to 
perceive, are thus related, in the words of Mr. Hind- 
marsh :— * 

"In 1783 I invited these few to hold regular meet- 
ings for reading and conversation in my house in 
Clerkenwell Close, not far from the spot where 
Swedenborg died. These meetings were continued 
every Sunday morning, till it was thought expedient to 
make them more public. I was possessed of all the 
writings in Latin, and these were constantly on the 
table before us, while we read in them those illustra- 

* Rise and Progress of the New Church. Hindmarsh, p. 128. 
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tions of the Holy Word, and those extraordinary 
relations in reference to the state of things in another 
life, which so peculiarly distinguish our author's theo- 
logical works from those of every other man. In this 
manner we went on for a time, our first meeting con- 
sisting of only three persons, viz., Mr. Peter Provo, of 
the Minories, apothecary ; Mr. William Bonington, of 
Red Lion Street, Clerkenwell, clock-case maker ; and 
myself, of Clerkenwell Close, printer. Afterwards, 
John Augustus Tulk, Esq., of Kennington Lane, 
Vauxhall, a gentleman of independent property, joined 
our little society,' and by his zeal, ability, and judg- 
ment, added strength to our hands. It was now 
agreed to call a public meeting of all the friends and 
readers of the writings in London of whom we had 
any certain information — first, that we might become 
better acquainted with each other; and, secondly, 
to unite our forces, and make known to the world 
what we could no longer in conscience conceal from 
their notice. Our first public meeting was accord- 
ingly fixed to be at the London Coffee-house on 
Ludgate Hill, where we met, five in number, at five 
o'clock on Thursday evening, the 5th of December, 
1783. But finding, when we were assembled, that no 
private room could be allotted to our party, and that 
it would be inconvenient to transact our business in 
any of the open boxes of the coffee-room, we imme- 
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diately adjourned to the Queen's Arms tavern, now St. 
Paul's Hotel, on the south side of St. Paul's Church- 
yard, where we had a room to ourselves, and drank 
tea together. The following persons were present on 
this occasion, viz. : — Mr. John Augustus Tulk, Mr. 
Peter Provo, Mr. William Bonnington, Mr. William 
Spence (of 17, Great Marylebone Street, surgeon), and 
myself. Another gentleman, Mr. Henry Peckitt, of 
50, Old Compton Street, Soho, a retired apothecary, 
went to the London Coffee-house after we had left it, 
in hopes of joining our company; but, hearing no 
tidings of us there, although we had left word at the 
bar where we were gone, returned home without 
seeing us. At this first public meeting, if it may be 
so called, we mutually congratulated each other on 
the good fortune and happiness we enjoyed, in having 
become acquainted with the writings of a man so highly 
distinguished above his fellow men by the divine 
favour, and by gifts from heaven of the most extraordi- 
nary description, as was the late Emanuel Swedenborg. 
" To hear the story of each other's first reception of 
the doctrines, and to observe the animation that 
sparkled in the eye and brightened up the countenance 
of each speaker, as it came to his turn to relate the 
particulars of that by him never-to-be-forgotten event, 
was itself a little heaven, a foretaste of those pure 
delights which we foresaw would spring up in the 
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minds of all future recipients when they should, in 
years or ages to come, first meet together in littlp 
bands or societies, to see and converse with each 
other, to talk of all the wonders of the new revelation, 
to help each other in the way to the heavenly Zion, to 
point to the gates that open into the holy city, and to 
spread widely and more widely still the happy news 
that the New Jerusalem is in the act of descending 
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her Husband ; that the angels are already stretch* 
ing out the curtains, lengthening the cords, and 
strengthening the stakes of a new habitation on the 
earth for the Most High to dwell in; and that the 
tabernacle of God is about to be set up with men, who 
will dwell with them and cause them to be His people, 
while He Himself shall be acknowledged and wor- 
shipped as their only Lord and God. 

" ' No more tears; no more death; no more sorrow 
nor crying, nor pain : for the former things are passed 
away, and behold ! all things are become new ' (Rev. 
xxi. 3—5)." 

The first place of worship specially built for the 
New Church was erected in Birmingham, and opened 
and consecrated on Sunday, June 19th, 1791. The 
Rev. Joseph Proud, formerly an esteemed Baptist 
minister, and Rev. James Hindmarsh, father of 
Robert, formerly in the Methodist body, took part 
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Mr. Proud preached morning and evening, and 
Mr. Hindmarsh in the afternoon. 

The utmost interest was evinced by crowded congre- 
gations ; and amongst others, the Rev. Robert Hind- 
marsh was present, and the celebrated Dr. Priestley.* 
How different is Unitarianism now, the Unitarianism of 
Channing and Page Hopps, from that of Dr. Priestley ! 

Doctrines of Charity. 



Doctrines 
of Faith. 



The doctrines we have considered are the Doc- 
trines of Faith. They originate in faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and in His incarnation. But 
Swedenborg teaches, at the end of chapters in the 
later portions of The Arcana Celestia, that there is 
another class of doctrines, which the Church has en- 
• tirely neglected in her contentions for modes of faith ; 

Doctrines these are the Doctrines of Charity. He restores them, 
of Charity. and ^ ^ m theif due wdght ^ importance> 

These are : — 



The doctrine of Goodness and 

Truth; 
The doctrine of Love to God ; 
The doctrine of Piety and 

Worship ; 
The doctrine of Brotherly 

Love ; 
The doctrine of the Love of 

Uses ; 



The doctrine of Freedom ; 

The doctrine of Conscience ; 
The doctrine of Repentance ; 

The doctrine of Regeneration ; 

The doctrine of the Laws of 
Marriage. 



* Rise and Progress of the New Church. Hindmarsh, p. 128. 
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On all these Doctrines of Charity, and many others, 
he has most profound and invaluable truths to teach, 
not less important than the Doctrines of Faith, show- 
ing how much at one he is with the Apostle who said, 
" Now abideth these three, faith, hope, and charity, 
and the greatest of these is charity" (i Cor. xiii. 13). 
" Above all things put on charity, which is the bond 
of perfectness. The end of the commandment is 
charity, out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, 
and a faith unfeigned " (1 Tim. i. 5). How sad that 
the Church should have forgotten this ! 

We need but to pass our eyes over these Doctrines 
of Love or Charity, to perceive how important they 
are, and admit how much it is to be regretted that 
the Church should have been so absorbed in disputes 
about Faith, that she should altogether have forgotten 
Charity. 

Yet, so it has been, and so it is. The Church of 
England has thirty-nine articles, but not one on 
Charity or on the Future Life. 

Our object and our space alike forbid our dwelling 
upon each of these doctrines as their interest and 
importance might well demand, but we invite our 
readers to go to Swedenborg and learn how much of 
valuable instruction he unfolds upon each of them, 
and how weightily they bear upon human life. 

We must not overlook one, the doctrine of 

4 
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Marriage. It concerns every one. The Church of 
Rome looks askance at it, and deems it a fearful 
crime for a priest to marry. The Church of England 
has a very coarse low tone in its service, — it is better 
to marry than to bum, but neither of them has a 
doctrine on this supremely important subject 

For want of a true doctrine of marriage, the bulk of 
mankind enter upon its solemn states and duties hap- 
hazard, and the terrible results are patent in wide- 
spread misery. Married partners are the greatest 
friends or the greatest enemies of each other. None 
can soothe, and none can pain, like those who are 
always near you. 

We have said the Churches of the past have had no 
doctrine on the subject, and so people have been left 
in their marriage projects to seek only external and 
selfish advantages, or even lower views. 

Beauty of person, brilliancy of dress, gaiety and dash 
in demeanour, have only led to the union of frivolous 
people, who after a short time, have found that their 
one great mistake has bound them to perpetual discord 
and a life-long misery. 

In other cases property is the great, if not the only, 
attraction, on one or on both sides. Not what she is, . 
but what she has is the one great absorbing thought, 
and the woman's chief regard may be a brilliant 
position. Avarice, or prodigality, having attained its 
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end, the person often comes to be regarded with care- 
lessness, contempt, or dislike, and the home, instead 
of being earth's dearest spot, is the continual burden. 

Such marriages may be legally correct. The parties 
went to church, but God has not joined them 
together. Greed did whatever was done, and cursed 
two lives. 

Nothing can be more beautiful nor more edifying 
than the doctrine of Swedenborg upon the subject. 

Marriage has its deep ground in the Divine Love 
and the Divine Wisdom, which in the Most High are 
infinitely united, and their Union forms infinite 
Bliss. 

From this two-fold character in the Lord, there is a 
two-fold character in all things in the Universe. 
Heat and Light, the sexual forms in the vegetable 
world, male and female in all living things, and their 
tendency to union ; and supremely man and woman. 
For this cause, God made them male and female, 
that they two may become one (Matt. xix. 5). With 
human beings, the distinctive natures exist in the 
mind as well as in the body. 

Man is formed chiefly to love and learn the truth ; 

and become intelligent: woman to be chiefly aflec- 

tional, to soften, ennoble with love, and purify the 

man. 

The family is intended by the Lord to be a little 
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heaven upon earth, and children to be born and com- 
mence their being with hereditary instincts tending to 
all that is good and true. The marriage should repre- 
sent the union of the Lord and his Church (Eph. 
v. 25—32). 

With such an object in life, how strong would be 
the tendency in every young man who receives and 
reverences such a doctrine to keep far away from 
every degrading pollution, from all loose and disgust- 
ing company. Looking to such a home, every right- 
minded young lady would decline to receive attentions 
from any but a sensible, upright, and intellectual 
young man, whom she could love because he loves 
the Lord. 

" For contemplation he, and valour formed, 
For softness she, and sweet attractive grace. 
He for God in her, she for God in him." 

" Love truly conjugial," says Swedenborg, a is the 
union of two minds, which is a spiritual union ; and 
all spiritual union descends from heaven. Hence it 
is that love truly conjugial is from heaven, and its 
first being is from goodness and truth there. The 
marriage of goodness and truth in heaven is from 
the Lord ; wherefore the Lord in the Word is called 
the Bridegroom and Husband, and heaven and the 
Church are called the bride and wife; and on 
account also heaven is compared to a marriage.*' 
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" From these considerations it is evident that love 
truly conjugial is the union of two as to the interiors 
which are of the thought and of the will — thus, which 
are of truth and goodness, for truth is of the thought, 
and goodness is of the will. For each one who 
is principled in love truly conjugial loves what 
the other thinks and what the other wills; thus 
also to think as the other, and to will as the 
other — consequently to be united to the other, and 
become as one man. This is what is meant by the 
Lord's words in Matthew : " And they two shall be 
one flesh ; wherefore they are no more two, but one 
flesh." No one can know what love truly conjugial is, 
and what is the quality of its delight, unless he be in 
goodness derived from love, and in the truths of faith 
from the Lord, since, as was said, love truly conjugial 
is from heaven, and originates from the marriage of 
goodness and truth there" (A. C. 10, 168; 10, 171). 

" The reason why none can be principled in love 
truly conjugial, but those who receive it from the 
Lord — that is, who come directly to Him, and by 
derivation from Him live the life of the Church — is 
because this love, considered in its origin and corre- 
spondence, is heavenly, spiritual, pure, and clean, 
above every love implanted in the angels of heaven 
and the men of the Church, and these, its distinguish- 
ing characters and qualities, cannot possibly exist, 
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except with those who are conjoined to the Lord and 
by him are consociated with the angels of heaven ; 
for these shun extra-conjugial loves, which are con- 
junctions with others than their own conjugial partner, 
as they would shun the loss of the soul and the 

LAKES OF HELL" (C. S. 71). 

" The states of this love are innocence, peace, tran- 
quillity, inmost friendship, full confidence, and a 
mutual desire of mind and heart to do every good to 
each other; and the states derived from these are 
blessedness, satisfaction, delight, and pleasure : and 
from the eternal enjoyment of these is derived 
heavenly felicity" (C. L. 180). 

This doctrine of sex in the mind, of marriage as 
essentially a union of according minds, and the 
sublime uses of marriage, has been seized by the 
poets, and most nobly and sweetly by Tennyson, in 
" The Princess :"— 

"For woman is not undevelopt man, 
But diverse : could we make her as the man, 
Sweet Love were slain : his dearest bond is this, 
Not like to like, but like in difference. 
Yet in the long run liker must they grow; 
The man be more of woman, she of man ; 
He gain in sweetness and in moral height, 
Nor lose the wrestling thews that throw the world ; 
She mental breadth, nor fail in childward care, 
Nor lose the child- like in the larger mind ; 
Till at the last she set herself to nfan, 
Like perfect music unto noble words." 
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Byron, though realising the truth in his own un- 
happy life so feebly and so sadly, yet in his poetical 
insight beheld it vividly : — 

"There are two souls whose equal flow 
In gentle streams so calmly run, 
That when they part, they part — ah, no, 
They cannot part — those souls are one." 

When young people are taught this doctrine, and 
trained to perceive its immense importance, and to 
live it out, what a change it will make in the world ! 
Each having true motives in view, is likely to help 
the other to be true and good, to live for heaven, 
and make home happy ! 

This is beautifully delineated by one of our pro- 
vincial poets : — 

"I wooed thee, I wooed thee, my love, , 

For charms more enduring than speak 
In thy soft beaming eye — like the dove — 

Or the exquisite grace of thy cheek : 
For a heart for each feeling refined, 

And pure as an angel's above ; 
For the beauty and grace of thy mind, 

I wooed thee, I wooed thee, my love." 

" When the spring- tide of beauty is o*er, 

And the grace of thy young cheek decayed, 
The mind will a new spring restore, 

Whose loveliness never may fade. 
For there the true fountain is given, 

Life's charm and enchantment to prove : 

Not only for earth, but for heaven, 

I wooed thee, I wooed thee, my love." 

Swain. 
1 
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When both sides enter upon the preparation for 
marriage in this spirit, and are frank and open with 
each other, they are pursuing the right course ; and 
if they take time to know each other, and feel their 
tastes and principles accord, may safely go on to mar- 
riage. Their home will be a scene of content and happi- 
ness — an evidence that God has joined them together. 

The new-born joys of a union thus prepared for 
will be far beyond all other earthly delights, day 
after day will realise mesh charms, and home be felt 
like heaven. So great are the enjoyments of the 
• newly married, that sometimes they make the micialr^ 
of supposing their union more complete than it is. 
Their courtship is completed, but their marriage is 
only begun. 

Each is surprised after a little time to find that die 
other is not quite so perfect as was supposed. They 
win often find excellences that ther were not aware 
of, and they ought not to be astonished to find a few 



They ought not to become excited aboot any sach 
discovery,, bet regard it as they wookt *e$ntf any 
flaw in a most Tamable object of art. It s&ocM be 
treated tenderly. Time shookl be taken, anil great 
th ocightfii iness to devise the best way of hefpm^c dae 
other, never on angry attack be mode: anger cats 
nothing. 
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There should be so much bearing, and so much 
study of the right season, that the other should see 
and feel that whatever is said, is said from earnest 
love. 

There will then be mutual help, mutual improve- 
ment, mutual happiness, and as years go on they 
will bless more and more fervently the kind Provi- 
dence of the Lord by which they were brought 
together. 

Should they be blessed with children, their children 
will grow up in circumstances best calculated to train 
them to become noble Christian men and women, 
and eventually angels of heaven. This is the supreme 
end and purpose of marriage. But there are im- 
portant subsidiary purposes. 

If a man attends to his business and acquits himself 
well in his trade, it is with an eye to the results on 
his home. 

If he is acquiring skill in his work, respect from his 
clients, or confidence in the excellence of his far- 
reaching plans, he rejoices in the pleasure that will 
be felt by some one at home, and in his increased 
ability to do well for his boys and girls. 

Schools, academies, colleges, and all appliances for 
promoting progress in the world, all depend upon 
marriage for their orderly supply. 

In fact, as we have said, the Marriage Institution 
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is the stem of human life. All things tend to it, and 
all things grow out of it. 

Hence we may see. its sacredness and importance, 

and feel how essential that this, as well as the other 

» 

doctrines of Charity, should be brought out well to 
the front. " Now abideth these three, Faith, Hope, 
and Charity, and the greatest of these is Chality. ,, 

Unfulfilled Prophecy, the Warrant for 
the New Jerusalem Church. 

We come now to consider a most important, and, 
we cannot but conceive, a very conclusive portion of 
our subject. 
Literal Those who have been led by the merest blind 

coming 

of our adoption of the letter of a few passages in the Scrip- 
tures, without attention to their general style and 
scope, or to the Divine Law of Correspondences 
which brings out its spirit, not only believe, as 
Shakspeare so majestically says :— 

" The cloud-capped towers, the gorgeous palaces, 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself, 
Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve, 
And, like this insubstantial pageant faded, 
Leave not a rack behind ;" 

but alarm themselves with the idea as comes to pass 
every few years that it is about to happen almost 
immediately. 



Lord. 
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Every now and then by muddling themselves with 
calculations on the days in Daniel, and by fixing 
certain points here and there, as may best suit, they 
get a date, although they have been told " it is not 
given you to know the times and the seasons" (Acts 
i. 7). Last year it was Nov. 12th, and I found excel- 
lent people at Jerusalem on a late visit, who had been 
staying on the Mount of Olives for a material descent 
of our Saviour there, waiting for several years, but 
had retired disappointed into the city. 

Fifty times at least in this century have such dates Dates, 
been fixed, and come, and gone, and been forgotten, 
except in the sad result, that some who have been 
deceived in their expectations have become unbe- 
lievers altogether. 

The views, however, to which we ask the special 
regard of our readers are : — firstly, that supposing such 
a destruction of the universe were to happen now, a 
large collection of clear Divine prophecies, which 
certainly have not yet been fulfilled, never could be 
fulfilled ; for the earth would be gone, upon which 
they were to be realised; and, secondly, the pro- 
phecies themselves plainly announce the very system 
or dispensation which is taught and actually begun 
in the New Jerusalem Church on a limited scale, and 
gradually pervading more and more the general body 
of Christians. 
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This will, we hope, appear convincing, if we can 
fully give evidence of the following seven propositions* 
We conceive they are absolutely and plainly taught 
by the prophets, as what would surely come to pass 

ON THIS EARTH : — 

i st. The devout and universal acknowledgment of 
the Trinity in Unity of the Godhead, in the person of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2nd. The supremacy of acting, working, heavenly 
Love among Christians, as the source of all other 
Christian virtues. 

3rd. The immense diffusion of Divine Truth from 
the opening of the spiritual sense of the Word of 
God. 

4th. The universal education of children, teaching 
them how to live for earth and for heaven. 

5th. The sanctification of worldly occupations, by 
filling them with spiritual motives, so that every act 
in business and domestic life shall become a work of 
religion — a good work. 

6th. The abolition of war, by the application to 
nations and people of the same principles as con- 
stitute religion in the truly Christian man. 

7th. The abolition of the fear of death by a living 
belief in the Lord Jesus Christ, and by becoming 
familiar with a knowledge of our spiritual bodies, and 
the spiritual world. 
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i st. The Devout and Universal Acknowledg- 
ment of the Trinity in Unity of the 
Godhead in the Person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

We commence with the well-known and emphatic 
passage in Isa. ix. 6 : — 

" Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, 
and the government shall be upon His shoulder : and 
His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace." 

Here, plainly, the whole Trinity is ascribed to the 
Lord Jesus Christ He is the Son, the Everlasting 
Father, and the Prince of Peace, or the Holy 
Spirit. 

This will be generally conceded ; but we request 
our readers to mark the following words, as to the 
extension and duration of the Lord's Kingdom upon 
earth. " Of the increase of His government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne 
of David, and upon His kingdom to order it and to 
establish it with judgment, and with justice, from 
henceforth even for ever" (ver. 7). 

The Lord's government thus far in His Church 
upon earth has been very limited ; but it will increase 
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until it shall have no end, and it shall endure for 
ever. 

Let us take another illustration from Daniel : — 
" Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without 
hands, which smote the image upon his feet, that 
were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 
Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and 
the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like 
the chaff of the summer threshing-floors, and the wind 
carried them away, that no place Was found for them : 
and the stone that smote the image became a great 
mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

" And in the days of those kings shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in pieces, and consume 
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever" 

(ii. 34, 35, 44). 

Here, the truth from the Lord Jesus, who is the 

head stone of the corner, and who is afterwards called 

the God of heaven, shall set up a kingdom that shall 

fill the whole earth, and it shall stand for 

ever. How then can the earth be destroyed which 

it is tO fill AND ON WHICH IT SHALL STAND FOR EVER ? 

Again, in Daniel, " I saw in the night-visions, and, 
behold, one like the Son of Man came with the clouds 
of heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days, and they 
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brought Him near before Him." That is, the Lord's 
Humanity, shall be seen to be united to the Essential 
Divinity, and to form One Divine Person. " And there 
was given Him dominion and glory, and a kingdom, 
that all people, nations, and languages, should serve 
him ; His dominion is an everlasting dominion which 
shall not pass away, and His kingdom that which 

SHALL NOT BE DESTROYED" (vii. 1 3, I4). 

Notice next the prophecy of Zecharia (xiv. 9). 

"And the Lord shall be King over all the earth ; 
in that day there shall be one Lord, and His name 
one" (xiv. 9). The Lord Jesus is not yet acknow- 
ledged to be King over a quarter of the earth, and 
how hollow is the acknowledgment, even there ! But 
it shall be. The time will come, when the Lord 
Jesus will really be King over all the earth. The 
earth then will never be destroyed. 

In the New Testament, we read, " I have yet many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
The time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto 
you in proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the 
Father" (John xvL 12, 25). The conceptions of Divine 
mankind were then so low respecting Humanity that xa * xu 
they could not conceive of a Divine Man. 

They could not comprehend that in our Heavenly 
Father, there is Infinite Humanity; — because He is 
Infinitely Wise and Infinitely Good. Wisdom and ' 
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goodness are the essentials of humanity. The more 
any one is wise and good the more he is a man. In 
the Lord's time men could not conceive that this 
Infinite Humanity could come down, and present 
itself in Human Form; although that Form when 
unperverted, is the proper form of Love and Wisdom. 
They neither knew the Father, nor the Son; and 
when He spoke of coming from the Father and 
returning to the Father, they were cloudy and per- 
plexed (Matt. xi. 27). When He said, "All things 
that the Father hath are mine," He spoke of the 
Divinity within Him. When He said, " I go to the 
Father," He spoke of the Humanity being glorified 
and made altogether One with the Divinity so that 
for ever He would be approachable and adored as 
the Father in the Son. " Whatsoever ye shall ask in 
my name, that will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son" (John xiv. 13). 
Shewing The Lord said, the time would come when He 

FheFatiier. wou ^ snew us plainly of the Father, and that time 
has now arrived. But it would be a strange thing if 
when we understand the Father, and worship Him in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the world should suddenly 
come to its end. 

Hitherto it has been, "The Father is incompre- 
hensible, the Son is incomprehensible, and the Holy 
Ghost incomprehensible." 
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Now, we love God, in the Lord Jesus Christ, as the 
God of Love. Every one that loveth is born of God, 
and knoweth God 

Lastly. "And the seventh angel sounded : and there 
were great voices in heaven saying, The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of His Christ ; and He shall reign for ever and 
ever" (Rev. xL 15). 

The Lord Jesus is Lord as to His Divine Love, Lord 
of all : Christ, the King, the Anointed One, as to His 
Divine Truth, which ought to rule the world He, 
Lord and Christ in One Divine Person, shall reign for 
ever and ever. Such, then, is the doctrine which the 
angels will rejoice over, in the future golden day of 
Christianity* 

All will own, as the Apostle Paul did, that in the 
Lord Jesus Christ dwells all the fulness of the God- 
head bodily, and we are complete in Him who is the 
Head of all principality and power (Col. ii. 10, n). 
But this is the Doctrine of the New Jerusalem 
Church now, and, evidently then, the Day is dawning, 
which will usher in the Christ that is to be. 

Ring in the valiant man and free, 

The larger heart, the kindlier hand ; 
Ring out the darkness of the land : 

Ring in the Christ that is to be. 

Tennyson. 
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2nd. The supremacy of acting, working, heavenly 
Love, among Christians, as the source of 
all other Christian virtues. 

Where love reigns, of course goodwill exists, and 
every disposition to make others happy. "Owe 
no man anything but love," said the apostle; "for 
love is the fulfilling of the law." In Scripture, being 
in this state of supreme love is represented by being 
on a mountain. 
Heavenly " Who shall ascend into the mountain of the Lord, 
who shall stand in His holy place ?" (Ps. xxiv. 3). 
" Lord, by thy favour, Thou hast made my mountain 
to stand strong" (Ps. xxx. 7). "The mountains 
shall bring peace to the people " (Ps. lxxii. 3). " The 
mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills 
shall flow with milk" (Joel iii. 18). That is, from 
holy states of love shall come down the new wine, the 
comforting and inspiring truths of the kingdom ; and 
they shall " enjoy the sincere milk of the Word " 
(1 Pet ii. 2). . 

Now, examine the prophecies concerning the last 
days, and you will at once perceive the recognition 
there of the supremacy of Love. 

Take that sublime disclosure of Isa. ii. 2 : "And it 
shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain 
of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of 
the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills, 
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and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people 
shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob." The mountain of the Lord's House is the 
supreme love of Jehovah Jesus, in the Temple of His 
Body (John ii. 21). 

That love of the Lord in His Humanity would 
be above all other affections — on the top of the 
mountains. 

" All nations shall flow unto it. And many people 
shall go and say, Let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord." They shall turn their hearts and faces Zion- 
ward, and say, " Let us all enter into the atmosphere 
of love and peace." ♦ 

A similar prophetic use of mountain occurs in 
Isa. xi. 9 , " They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain." Where love to God and men is 
supreme, and love to all things holy, pure, wise, and 
good, exists, hurting or destroying is entirely out of 
the question. 

"And in this mountain shall the Lord of Hosts 
make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast 
of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of 
wines on the lees well refined. And He will destroy 
in this mountain the face of the covering cast over 
all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations" 
(Isa. xxv. 6, 7). When we are in a state of heavenly 
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love, joys innumerable flow in, and the soul is satisfied 
with fatness. The veils and coverings of obscurity 
pass away, and we acquire the clear vision of the 
perfect day. 

Those who dwell in God, dwell in love, for God is 
love ( i John iv. 16). "Now abideth these three, 
faith, hope, love, and the greatest of these is love " 
(i Cor. xiii. 13). 

This was the state which was to be realised in the 
latter days, and it is the very spirit and essence of the 
New Jerusalem Dispensation now begun. 

" Love is the golden chain that binds 
The happy souls above ; 
And he's an heir of heaven who finds 
His bosom glow with love." 



3rd. The immense Diffusion of Divine Truth 
from the Opening of the Spiritual Sense 
of the Word of God. 

That the Word should abound, in the latter-day 
glory, constitutes the statement of many a prophecy, 
and we have rejoiced at the fulfilment indicated in the 
great diffusion created and sustained by the Bible 
Society. 

" He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in 
His paths ; for out of Zion shall go forth the Law, 
and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem. O house 
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of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the 
Lord" (Isa. ii. 3, 5). 

" For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea " (Isa. xi. 9). 

Of course, the multiplication and spread of Bibles Bible 
all over the earth must precede the ability to go 
deeper into the riches of the spiritual wisdom con- 
tained in a meaning not appearing in the letter. 

" With joy," it is written, " shall ye draw water out 

of the wells of salvation " (Isa. xii. 3). 

Truth is like water. It refreshes the mind, like Truth 

heavenl 

water does the body. It purines, like water does. It water, 
performs all the useful things for the soul in a spiritual 
way which water performs for the body. When truth 
is given filled with love, it is called living water. 

Jesus said unto the woman of Samaria, " If thou 
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to 
thee, Give me to drink ; thou wouldest have asked of 
Him, and He would have given thee living water n 
(John iv. 10). 

Bearing in mind this spiritual and edifying signifi- 
cation of water, we shall discern at once the meaning 
of the prophecies which foreshadow its abundance. 

" Living waters shall go out from Jerusalem ; half 
of them toward the former sea, and half of them 
toward the hinder sea : in summer and in winter shall 
it be " (Zech. xiv. 8). 
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Loving truths, for all people, shall abundantly flow 
forth from the Church, the spiritual Jerusalem, on all 
subjects ; and to apply to all states, summer states of 
joy, and winter states of gloom. 
River of Sometimes the same blessed assurance is given 

under the form of a river, commencing with a feeble 
flow, and gradually increasing until it becomes a vast 
stream of glorious spiritual wisdom which no man 
can pass over — a river to swim in, but which no man 
nor angel can pass over (Ezek. xlvii. 5). 

This glorious stream is said in the Book of Reve- 
lation to be a river of the Water of Life, proceeding 
out of the throne of God and the Lamb, flowing 
through the New Jerusalem, and promoting on all 
sides principles or trees which produce fruits of every 
kind for good, and leaves or truths which are for the 
healing of the nations (Rev. xxii. 1, 2). 

The meaning is, the Word shall be opened, with a 
wealth and depth never attained in any age before, 
and radiating to illuminate every stage and step of 
the regenerate life. Inward truths shall strengthen, 
edify, elevate, and refresh beyond all former expe- 
rience. "There shall be showers of blessing" (Ezek. 
xxxiv. 26). This also has been fulfilled, and is enjoyed 
by means of the Divine Law of Correspondences, 
accepted by devout souls, restored by the Lord to 
His Church, by the instrumentality of Swedenborg. 
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■ The Word by its means is lighted up in every part. 
It is a quarry of gems everywhere. There are foun- 
tains of spiritual refreshment in every chapter. It is 
seen clearly to be the Word of the Lord that endures 
for ever. The soul with this gracious help can say, Eating the 
" When I found Thy words I did eat them, and Thy 
Word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart " 
(Jer. xv. 16). 



Word. 
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See the streams of living waters, 

Springing from eternal love, 
Well supply thy sons and daughters, 

All thy fears and wants remove. 
O'er each habitation hovering, 

See the cloud and fire appear, 
For a glory and a covering, 

Showing that the Lord is near ! " 



4th. The Universal Education of Children, 
Teaching Them how to Live for Earth, and 
for Heaven. 

It is written, "All thy children shall be taught 
of God, and great shall be the peace of thy children " 
(Isa. liv. 13). This was to be another feature of the 
perfect church of the future. 

Our Lord said, " Suffer little children to come unto 
Me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven." " Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free." 

Yet, how oblivious in past ages have men been of 
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these solemn and gracious declarations. The bulk of 
mankind have grown up, and lived and died in ignorance. 

Millions of men have lived rudely, been heavily 
punished and fallen into evils and sorrow which suit- 
able instruction would have often averted. 

Happily, we are rapidly taking better methods now. 
Sunday schools, day schools, evening classes, are mul- 
tiplying and teaching what is really worth learning, 
teaching how to live. 

In the past, charity exerted itself to induce a dying 
sinner to say he believed something which his priest, 
pastor, or religious friend, told him was the right 
faith, and he was thus thought to be prepared to die. 

But, a man's character is formed while he is living, 
in freedom in his active daily life, and unless he thus 
builds up a heavenly character, what he says, he 
believes, at the last, will have but little value. 
" Why call ye me Lord, Lord," our Divine Master 
enquired, " and do not the things that I say ?" 

Unless our children are affectionately and intelli- 
gently taught to know themselves, their great qualities 
and their hereditary evil instincts, their Lord and His 
Divine and Merciful helps, so that good and evil, life 
and death, are clearly and lovingly often placed before 
them, familiarised to them, they are not justly treated. 

What sensible person would expect good mechanical 
work from one who had not during several years been 
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taught his trade ? Could a steam engine, or a perfect 
watch be produced by one who had not learned and 
practised the preliminaries of his work ? 

But, surely, the formation of character, the removal 
of faults, and the subjugation of passions, are things 
not only more important, but also more difficult of 
attainment, than the making of a table or bringing out 
the splendours of a gem. How imperative then is 
the teaching to every child and young person, that 
truth, which the Lord says shall make them free. 
Beautiful, then is it to behold schools rising over the 
land, in every district, every village in our own coun- 
try, and to rejoice that a similar increase is going on 
over the whole earth. Every loving heart must 
rejoice, every generous one say of that progress, be 
thou perpetual. 

In general children should be taught and trained to 
be content with a modest and useful life ; doing justly, 
loving mercy, and walking humbly with God. 

Then, will this life, on the whole be a happy one, 
and lead to a higher of everlasting joy. 

All their religion would be brought into life. All 
thy children would then be taught of God, as 
prophecy proclaims, and great would be the peace of 
thy children. 

This too is pre-eminently the teaching of the New 
Jerusalem. 
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5th. The Sanctification of Worldly Occupations, 

BY FILLING THEM WITH SPIRITUAL MOTIVES ; 
SO THAT EVERY ACT IN BUSINESS, AND IN DO- 
MESTIC Life, shall become a work of Religion, 
— a good Work, 

"And the seventh angel sounded; and there 
were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of His Christ : and He shall reign for ever and 
ever" (Rev. xL 15). 

"Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in 
heaven, even so upon the earth." 

" And they shall bring the glory and honour of the 
nations into it" (Rev. xxi. 26). 

For a long time a hazy kind of feeling has greatly 

pervaded the notions of multitudes of people, that the 

earth is a sort of neutral ground, on which we live 

and struggle for a time ; but that it has no appreciable 

Sunday bearing on our everlasting life. Our works on earth 

1* * 
re igion. con tnbute to our worldly comfort or discomfort, our 

success or our .want of success, our wealth or our 

poverty ; but only acts of piety, or the correctness of 

our faith, they think, affect our eternal condition. 

Week-day Hence religious persons in their worldly dealings, 

will descend frequently to adulterations, falsifications, 



frauds. 
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tricks, and overreachings, which their consciences 
condemn, but which they suppose they may do in 
their daily work, and in eternal things it will count 
for nothing. They will make up for cheating on six 
days, by a little extra piety on the seventh. 

They will be sour and disagreeable in their tempers Bad 
at home, but sing about brotherly love on the Sunday. 

This false view of things leads to the wide-spread 
distrust of one another, and discomfort in all the 
business of daily life. People have to watch against 
fraud and insincerity on all hands. 

The unprincipled workman loiters over his opera- Workman, 
tions, and does as little as with decency he can 
venture upon, to earn his wages. The unprincipled Employer, 
employer will give as little as he can, and pass bad 
work, if he imagines it will not be detected in his time. 

The wealthy lover of pleasure leads a prodigal life Men of 
with his abundant means; his money, he thinks, 
is his own, and he riots in self-indulgence. Careless Health, 
of the laws of order, which are those of God in 
Nature, he turns night into day, and day into night ; 
and if his stock of health will bear long tampering 
with, he goes on for years, heedless that every day, 
little by little, he is laying the seeds of fatal misery, 
disease in this world, disaster in the next 

Hence, this beautiful world which is God's world, is 
everywhere soiled with sin and sorrow. 
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The fatal mistake, that this world is man's world, 
and he can do in it what he pleases, right or wrong, 
with impunity, is the curse of the world, which would 
otherwise be so lovely and so blessed. 

" The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof, 
the world and they that dwell therein " (Ps. xxiv. i). 

" O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! in wisdom 
hast thou made them all; the earth is full of thy 
riches " (Ps. civ. 24). 

Our life, our souls and bodies, so wonderfully 
fashioned and excellently sustained; the world and 
all the laws of nature, are the Lord's, and must be 
used as his, if we intend to be happy. 

If we violate the Divine Laws, and act from selfish- 
ness and falsity, we bring suffering on ourselves, as 
certainly as the Sun rises and sets. The only differ* 
ence between the varied classes of the disobedient is, 
that some make for themselves the miseries of poverty; 
some the miseries of wealth. With those who will 
have their own way, and will not obey the divine 
precepts, there is a skeleton in every house. 
We make " Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with 

or evil h* m J ^ or ^ey s * ia N eat °*" ^ e ^^ °^ ^u" doings." 

" Woe unto the wicked ! it shall be ill with him ; 
for the reward of his hands shall be given him" (Isa. iiL 
10, 11). "Behold, all ye that kindle a fire (of self- 
will) that compass yourselves about with the sparks; 
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walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that 
ye have kindled. This shall ye have at my hand, ye 
shall lie down in sorrow" (Isa. li. n). These are Divine 

Lqw.s 

Divine Laws, and they apply to the tenant of a throne, 
and the inhabitant of a cottage alike. 

How blessed it is to think that in the future the 
kingdoms of this world, political, social, artistic, 
domestic, shall become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of His Christ, — of the Divine Love and Wisdom. 

Each person shall do His duty, perform his occu- 
pation from love to God and man. Religion shall 
not be many prayers only, or forms of dogmatic belief 
only, but doing right in every work for the love of 
Jesus Christ. 

The gardener shall make his garden as beautiful as 
he can, because he loves His maker, and rejoices to 
make earth like paradise. 

The employers and employed shall seek the good 
of each other, and the perfection of whatever they 
do; remembering that every work performed, from 
doing justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with 
God, is a good work. 

The days are coming when the Christian ploughman, 
as he whistles along, shall whistle all the happier, 
because he is ploughing for the Lord ; the mechanic 
shall take care that his work is sound, and no coarse 
words are heard in the doing, for he is working for 
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the Lord. The ship-builder shall be careful that no 
unsound timber is used, or iron ill-made, or too feeble 
employed, for the ships are to be the Lord's, and 
must be justly done. Art shall be true — not quaint 
old caricatures of things and beings that never were, 
or making saints with modern faces, to flatter royalties 
and pander to superstition. 

Legislators shall pray to the Lord for grace to see 
what they can do to remove the heavy burdens which 
have descended from ages of despotism, selfishness, 
and ignorance, and to fill with light, purity, and 
comfort, the dwellings of the virtuous poor. 

These things shall be. The better times are has- 
tening on. " The Lord's kingdom is to come, and 
His Will to be done on earth as it is done in 
heaven." 

" Shall come," did we say ? it has come ! 

The doctrine of the New Jerusalem is— and it is 
pervading more and more all religious bodies — that 
real religion means religion in practice. All religion, 
says Swedenborg, has relation to life, and the life of 
True re religion is to do good (D. L. n. 1). Charity or Chris- 
tian love consists in acting justly and faithfully in 
whatever office, business, and employment a 'person 
is engaged, and with whomsoever he has any connec- 
tion (T. C. R. 422). 

"This is charity itself, because charity may be defined 
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as consisting in doing good to our neighbour daily 
and continually — not only to our neighbour indivi- 
dually, but t6 our neighbour collectively; and this True 

ch&ritv 

cannot be effected but by a man's doing what is good 
and just in whatever office, business, and employment 
he is engaged, and with whomsoever he has any con- 
nection, for this he does daily; and when he is 
not in its immediate exercise, still it is continually 
present in his mind, and is the object of his thoughts 
and intentions. The man who thus exercises charity 
becomes more and more charity in form ; for justice 
and fidelity form his mind, and their exercises his 
body; so that in process of time, from the form 
thus acquired, he wills and thinks nothing but what ' 
has some relation to charity. Such persons at length L aw - m 
become like those described in the Word, of whom it eart# 

is said, "They have the law written in their hearts." 
They also place no merit in their works, for they 
never think of merit, but only of their duty, which 
as good citizens they are bound to perform. A man, 
however, can by no means of himself act from a 
principle of spiritual righteousness and fidelity; for 
every one derives from his parents an hereditary 
disposition to do what is good and just for the sake 
of himself and the world, and not for the sake of 
goodness and justice : none therefore but those who 
worship the Lord, and act from him at the same time 

r 
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that they act from themselves, acquire spiritual charity, 
and are imbued with it by exercise n (T. C. R.). 

This is precisely what the Lord said, " Except your 
righteousness exceed the* righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter the kingdom 
of heaven" (Matt. v. 21). 

The Lord has not spoken in vain. The time must 
come when religion, the religion of knowledge, reason, 
light and love shall cover the whole of life, down to 
the little shoeblack. " Let your light so shine before 
men (in all you do) that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven " 
(Matt. v. 16). " Shew me thy faith," said the Apostle 
James, "without thy works, and I will show thee my 
faith, by my works" (ii. 18). 

No polished rottenness will then deceive the pur- 
chaser, but all things, men included, be better than 
they seem, as the good are, even now. 

All life will then be illuminated, beautified and 
blessed, in the fulfilment now begun, of these grand 
and elevating predictions. 

" For lo ! the days are hastening on, 

By prophet-bards foretold, 
When, with the ever-circling years 

Comes round the age of gold : 
When peace shall over all the earth 

Its ancient splendours fling ; 
And all the world send back the song 

Which now the angels sing." 
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6th. The Abolition of War, by the Application 

OF THE SAME PRINCIPLES TO NATIONS, WHICH 
CONSTITUTE RELIGION IN THE INDIVIDUAL MAN. 

" He (the Lord) shall judge among the nations, and 
shall rebuke many people ; and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks : nation shall not lift up sword against nation ; 
neither shall they learn war any more " (Isa. ii. 4). 

" By this, shall all men know that ye are My dis- 
ciples, if ye have love one to another" (John xiii. 

35)- 

How the first Christian Church has failed in making 

wars to cease, everyone too sadly knows. When reli- 
gion was made political, its power to promote peace, 
gradually decreased. It was brought to bless bannersr 
and instruments of war, until it became the greatest 
promoter of the most bloody and cruel wars, the wars of 
persecution. Bishops, in the Middle Ages, went out 
armed to fight, and Richard Coeur de Lion is said to 
have sent a bishop's armour to the Pope, with the 
sarcastic question, parodying the enquiry to Jacob, 
" Tell me if this be thy son's coat or no." 

Even now, in Christendom, there are in constant 
training and expectation of war, six millions of armed 
men. 



# 



140 



SWEDENBORG VERIFIED. 

Is it, then, a vain dream to believe that the Divine 
declaration will be fulfilled ? 

That it could ever be fulfilled with the Church as it 
has existed, and with the doctrines of the past thou- 
sand years, would be a vain expectation indeed 

The great declaration of our Lord, " Ye must be 
born again/' was set aside, and instead they were 
taught to revere images, kiss saints' relics, go on 
pilgrimages. 

The truth, which alone can reduce our lusts and 
lead to a new life, was set aside, and dread of reason, 
and hatred of those who thought differently from the 
rulers in religion, were inculcated instead. 

Self, clothed with a slight polish of religious phrases, 
imposed upon mankind, and stood forth as little better 
than old heathenism baptised and decked out with new 
names, for the old habits. 

" The trail of the serpent was still over them all." 

God was regarded as a God of wrath, and religion 
rather as a mode of so believing as to pacify His 
vengeance. He who would not so believe, must with- 
out doubt, perish everlastingly. 

The atmosphere • thus engendered could never 
extinguish war. The lusts remained, from which 
wars ever and anon burst forth. 

But now, when it is clearly seen that God is Love, 
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that self-love, the serpent, must be subdued in each of 
us, and in each nation, surely anger and revenge 
must be reduced. 

When truth is breaking over the world, as the river 
came forth from Eden in four streams, perception, 
faith, reason, and science, why may we not hope that 
so monstrous and cruel a thing as war shall cease 
among Christian nations, as it ceases with Christian 
individual gentlemen ? 

The enlightenment, goodwill, the mutual progress 
and mutual intercourse and consideration of France 
and England already attained, have kept those two 
great nations at peace with each other, for seventy 
years. 

With further progress in the spread of a loving 

religion, and universal enlightenment, why may not 

arbitration decide every dispute, and make war 

among instructed Christian nations, a thing inv 

possible ? 

If a nation becomes like a good Christian indi- Nations 

like indi- 
vidual, it will seek to do all the good possible to its viduals. 

neighbour nations and to all mankind, and fighting 

will be out of the question. 

The New Jerusalem is to be a city of pure gold, 

that is, of pure, heavenly love (Rev. xxi. 18). "I 

counsel thee to buy of me fine gold," said the Saviour 

Wars belong to the age of iron, of iron mixed with 
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miry clay (Dan. ii. 34). When the Divine Stone 
becomes a great mountain, it will scatter the iron 
and clay, and fill the whole earth. 

Let not the poets alone express their glorious 
hopes, but let faithful Christians, trusting in the 
Divine Word, exclaim also : — 

" Then, let us pray, that come it may, 
And come it will for a' that, 
That sense and worth, o'er a' the earth, 
May bear the gree and a' that 
For a' that, and a' that, 
It's coming yet, for a' that, 
That man to man, the wide world o'er, 
Shall brothers be for a* that." 



7TH. "And there shall be no more Death " 
(Rev. xxi. 4). 

The fear of Death to be abolished by the 
subjugation of sln within us, and by familiaris- 
ing ourselves with our spiritual bodies and 
the spiritual world. 

In the most ancient church, the Golden Age, there 
was no fear of death. The people completely re- 
generated in old age ; went to sleep ; and awoke in the 
higher world. 

There is in reality no such thing as death, meaning 
a cessation of being. The real man, the soul, never 
dies. What seems death is transition. 
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We put off our bodies and we say they die ; but in 
reality our bodies never lived ; they only seemed to live, 
because they cover, and they are filled with, the living 
immortal beings. 

Sin engenders fear and dread of unknown horrors ; 
the sting of death is sin. To be carnally minded is 
death, and to be spiritually minded is life and peace 
(Rom. viii. 6). 

As in the New Jerusalem Church, the whole opera- 
tion of religion will be to overcome selfishness by the 
blessed aid of the Lord Jesus, the only God, and so 
abolish sin ; there will be no death. 

The promise of this grand reality was often made 
by the Lord. " Verily, verily, I say unto you, if a 
man keep my saying, he shall never see death " (John 
viii. 51). 

" Jesus said unto her, I am the Resurrection and 
the Life. Whosoever liveth and believeth in Me 

SHALL NEVER DIE" (John XL 25, 26). 

" Our Saviour, Jesus Christ, hath abolished death, 
and hath brought life and immortality to light through 
the Gospel" (2 Tim. i. 10). 

In the degradation of the dark ages, life and 
immortality were again obscured, but now in the 
New Jerusalem are to become brighter than ever. 

Sin. conquered in us, and a new heavenly temper 
acquired, we look continually to higher life. Those 
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who have been truly good and have gone through the 
veil, are still living in the great hereafter, the just 
made perfect, and waiting for us. 

We have better bodies within than those of weak- 
ness and old age ; and in a little while we shall appear 
as we are, the immortal children of the Eternal God. 

True to our grand call, and the glorious promise, 
in proportion as we are faithful, in following the Lord, 
.and denying self, in the New Dispensation, the New 
Jerusalem, from God out of heaven, " there shall be 
no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain : for the former things 
are passed away. And He who sits on the throne 
hath said, * Behold I make all things new.' " 
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The Concluding Words. 

We have in the course of our observations surveyed 
the history of the first Christian Church, — its pure 
commencement, its political and barbaric degradation, 
stage after stage, until its end in hypocrisy, immo- 
rality, and indifference. The divine sun was darkened, 
the moon of the Divine Word no longer gave its 
light, and the stars of heavenly knowledge were fallen 
to the earth (Matt xxiv. 29). 

As the Church sunk, the nations sunk. A nation 
is always what its religion, or its want of religion, 
makes it A corrupt tree bears corrupt fruit. If a 
nation is generally profligate and its people ignorant, 
depend upon it, its religion is some poor compromise 
between devotion and wickedness, making up by 
empty prayers or wild beliefs, at spasmodic meetings, 
or at death, for faults of wantonness and iniquity. A 
purer religion soon makes a purer practice. We have 
seen that, according to the sure word of prophecy, a 
more glorious condition awaits the earth in the future. 
The winter of self and cold-heartedness shall not 
always endure ; the brightness of summer is showing 
its radiancy in the east 
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Let us notice the Divine Means for bringing in the 
New Heaven and the New Earth. 

" Then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
heaven : and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn ; and they shall see the Son of Man coming 
in the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory " 
(Matt xxiv. 30). The clouds of heaven do not mean 
the clouds of earth. 

In the Book of Revelation it is written of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, " Behold, He cometh with clouds, and 
every eye shall see Him, and they also that pierced 
Him " (L 7). 

Where could the Lord be in literal clouds for every 
eye to see Him ? The people of New Zealand or 
Australia could see no clouds over Great Britain or 
Jerusalem. 

The Divine Truth is the True Light It is the 
light of heaven and of the interiors of the human 
mind. " Send out thy light and thy truth ; let them 
lead me," is the prayer of every earnest soul Truth, 
however, needs clothing and adapting to our minds, 
as clouds cover and soften earthly sunlight 

The sacred lessons of the letter of the Bible are its 
clouds. Simple minds, like weak eyes, cannot bear 
too strong a light ; and in narrative, history, precept, 
psalm, and prophecy, the wisdom of the Lord descends 
even to children, but in clouds. Thus it is tender, 
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but also powerful, to train and restrain the young and 
the humble, giving them the lower step of the Divine 
Ladder, which affords a foothold that leads from earth 
to heaven. 

Hence we read, " For thy mercy is great above 
the heavens, and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds" 
(Ps. cviii. 4). "His strength is in the clouds" 
(Ps. lxviii. 34). "Thy faithfulness reacheth unto 
the clouds " (Ps. xxxvi. 5) ; and the apostle calls 
the whole Bible "a cloud of witnesses" (Heb. 
xii. 1). 

When the Lord Jesus was transfigured and His face 
did shine as the Sun, His garment was white as the 
light, and Moses and Elias were talking to Him, a 
bright cloud overshadowed them (Matt. xvii. 5). 
When we see the Lord in His glory, and the Law 
(Moses) and the prophets (Elias) testifying to Him, 
the entire Word becomes a Bright Cloud — obscuri- 
ties disappear. 

The sign of the Son of Man in heaven means the 
True Doctrine of the Lord in the Church — the 
Saviour's heaven upon earth. The various classes of 
mankind will perceive their errors and mourn, espe- 
cially that they have so long rejected His Supreme 
and Divine Government among men, as^ King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 

They shall be shewn that the whole Word treats 
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of Him. He is Jehovah of the Old Testament; 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd, of the New. He is the 
Divine Adam, the Divine Abraham; the Divine 
Joseph, the Divine David, the Divine Solo- 
mon. 

The whole Word treats of Him and of His glorious 
Work and victories. 

The Word in the letter plainly teaches that the 
Father is in Him ; the Holy Spirit is His Spirit He 
is thus the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in 
one glorious Divine Person. 

"His name is above every name*' (Acts iv. 12). 
" That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth " (PhilL ii. 10). 

" The Father is in Him, and He glorified the Son, 
that in Him might dwell all the fulness of the God- 
head Bodily; and we are complete in Him, who is 
the Head of all principality and power" (ColL ii. 
10, n). 

" The laws of nature are His laws, as well as all 
the laws of business and commerce; and men can 
have neither right nor happiness except in obeying 
Him, who is the Fountain of happiness and peace. 
He has al) power in heaven and earth " (Matt xxviii. 
19). The Lord, blessed be His name, is making this 
appear in ail the Letter of the Word, and thus coming 
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in the Clouds of heaven with the power of His 
Divine Love and the glory of His Divine Wisdom. 

As men perceive this, and ask themselves in each 
matter and act of daily work, what would the. Lord 
Jesus direct to be done in this : what is the Will of 
the Lord in that ; and resolve to do uprightly their 
very best, because the Lord wishes that we should be 
perfect in our degree as our Father in Heaven is 
infinitely perfect in His, we shall soon experience a 
better and a happier world Every workshop would 
be a scene of Divine Service ; every market a season 
of mutual and happy gain. The long pilgrimage of 
ages shall be completed; the sorrows which have 
flowed from ignorance, vice, and neglect shall largely 
die away; and comfort, such as for ages has been a 
stranger, shall be the lot of the lowest classes of man- 
kind in every land. Then shall be realised those 
glorious words : 

"Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, 
wasting nor destruction within thy borders : but thou 
shalt call thy walls salvation and thy gates praise." 
Of the then Universal Church it shall be said : " Thy 
sun shall no more go down ; neither shall thy moon 
withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine ever- 
lasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be 
ended. Thy people shall be all righteous: they 
shall inherit the land for ever; the branch of my 
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planting, the work of my hands, that I may be 
glorified." 

Hasten, Merciful Lord, this heart-cheering, blessed 
time. Grant us Thy Gracious Help, to do our part 
in our day and generation, that thy Kingdom may 
come, and thy Will may be done on earth, as it is 
done in heaven. 



THE END. 
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